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Contribution of Sikh Gurus
towards Communal Harmony

Dr. Kavita Rani

It is very significant to note that on the
eve of appearance of Guru Nanak in this
world, Hinduism and Islam, the two major
religions of India were actually at daggers
drawn with each other. Since Muslims ruled
the county, they were sovereign and they
always tried to snub the non-Muslim
subjects viz a viz the Hindus. The Muslim
rulers were fanatic and bent upon tyrannical
measures towards the Hindus. Hindu's
hatred towards the Muslims had crossed all
the limits. The communal harmony between
the two religions had absolutely vanished.
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Bhai Gurdas clearly and specifically points
out deteriorated condition of the times. Bhai
Gurdas holds :

Pride, hatred, jealousy, ego etc are the
major

reasons of entire tension and the chaos.'

Bhai Gurdas holds that before the
appearance of Guru Nanak there was gloom
and chaos visible everywhere. The
appearance of Guru Nanak made the whole
world glorified. Bhai Gurdas gives a
dynamic example of rising of the sun by dint
of which the stress vanishes and darkness
disappears.”

As a matter of fact, the mysticism of
Guru Nanak leads humanity towards
interfaith and communal harmonyThe
salient features of Guru Nanak's religion
lead us to respect all the religions and bring
about human equality irrespective of any
caste or creed.

It goes without saying that Guru
Nanak's mystic career commences from his
dip in Bein

rivulet. After a dip of three days, he
declared that 'There is no Hindu no
Musalman'.’ This is a clear cut signal of
interfaith and communal harmony which is
reflected in the teachings of all the Sikh
Gurus.

There is no dearth of evidence in Sikh
history which proves beyond doubt the
practical measures taken by Sikh Gurus
towards communal harmony. The inclusion
of Bani or compositions of Bhagtas in Guru
Granth Sahib belonging to different castes
and creeds, linage, dynasties, professions
and provinces is a glaring instance of

establishing communal harmony. To quote
some of the 15 in number whose
compositions find an honourable place,
include Sheikh Farid of Sukarganj, a Muslim
Bhagat, Bhagat Kabir, a Muslim weaver,
Bhagat Ravidas who was engaged in leather
work, Bhagat Namdev, a calico printer,
Bhagat Pipa who had received gur-dikhia
from Ramanand, Bhagat Jaidev whose
parents were worshippers of Lord Krishna,
Bhagat Trilochan of Maharashtra, Bhagat
Sain of Punjab, Bhagat Sadna who belonged
to a section of Islamic religion, Bhagat
Dhana, a Poor peasant, Bhagat Beni, a
religious preacher. The bani, of Bhagatas
belonging to different walks of life has
positively left a legacy of integrity and
communal harmony for the coming
generations.

A strong Sikh tradition holds that Guru
Arjan Dev got built four doors of sacred
Harmandir Sahib to assert that this sacred
place of worship was open for all religions.
One of the most significant and practical step
taken by Sikh Gurus to bring about
communal harmony was introduction of
dining in the community kitchen popularly
known as langar. The caste system approved
that any food meant for public was prepared
by the doubly born high caste Brahmans and
no body's interference was allowed at any
cost. Contrary to this in the /langar
prescribed or approved by the Gurus, meals
could be cooked or served by any one and
every one irrespective of the caste or creed.
This led to loose the bonds of caste and class.
The disciples of Sikh Gurus or anyone who
took his meals in the /angar was to sit in the
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pangat or rows and took the same food. A
strong Sikh tradition states that even
Emperor Akbar partook food sitting with all
and sundry. He paid a visit to Guru Arjan
Dev on 4 November, 1598."

In order to bring about communal
harmony Sikh Gurus didnot find favour with
the prevalent system of caste and class. They
regarded caste and class system quite
meaningless and futile for broader spiritual
purposes. Pages of history stand witness to
the fact that several people became the
followers of Guru Nanak irrespective of
their caste and class. They began to cherish
sincere affection and regard for one another.
The author of Khalasat-ut-Tvarikh writes in
1696 A.D. to illustrate this point.’

Guru Nanak strongly urged the people
to ignore the concept of inequality and have
full faith in God, the Creator of entire
universe. Infact, caste was considered of no
use hereafter. Guru Nanak's injunction was:

Recognise Lord's light within all and
inquire not the caste, as there is no caste in
the next world.®

Guru Amar Das tried to make people
understand that the Creator created us all and
the pride of caste and class is useless because
human errors are the result of his false pride.
Since everyone is born from the seed of God,
it is wrong to admit that there are four
castes.” The Guru elaborates the point by
stating that in the absence of God's Name
everybody has low caste and one's status is
like that of an insect which takes abode in
dust.”

Condemning the caste system like Guru
Nanak and his successors Guru Ram Das in

Dhanasri Measure holds that the
saintlypeople have no other caste but God,
the Almighty. They feel as if they are simply
puppets in God's hands.” People belonging to
low caste or class obtain supreme status."
All the Sikh Gurus obviously acted upon the
footsteps of Guru Nanak since one light is
acknowledged and seen in them all. In the
entire hani or compositions found in Guru
Granth Sahib, the name of Guru Nanak is
used by all the Sikh Gurus who have
composed verses. Mohsin Fani who was a
friend of Guru Hargobind writes that
whenever the 6" Guru wrote to him, he used
the word Nanak as its author or writer." This
depicts the element of integration in the
thought and teachings of the Sikh Gurus.
Guru Tegh Bahadur who is known as an
apostle of peace and integrity spread the
doctrines of Guru Nanak in many regions. It
was on account of his charismatic
personality and the humanistic activities of
harmony and interfaith that he became
prominent in far off regions. It is well known
in the annals of Sikh history that on account
of oppression and tyrannical behaviour of
Mughal Governor of Kashmir Ifthkhar Khan
who was bent upon the conversion of
Hindus, a group of Kashmiri Pandits lead by
Kirpa Ram approached Guru Tegh Bahadur
with a woeful tale since they regarded him as
the holiest figure in Northern India. The
Guru gave them solace and told them to
convey to Emperor Aurangzeb that they
would all be converted to Islam, in case their
representative Guru Tegh Bahadur was
converted. The fundamental philosophy of
Guru Tegh Bahadur is that we should not
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entertain anybody's fear nor should we give
fear to anyone."

Acting upon the above advice, Guru
Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his life in order to
safeguard the faith of others. We may say
that this is a rare example of sacrifice for the
religion of others. In fact, it was a great
moral challenge to the Mughal authority in
India. This extraordinary event proves
beyond doubt that Guru Tegh Bahadur
undertook an amazing deed of national
integration, interfaith and communal
harmony.

This is well known that Guru Gobind
Singh fought a number of battles which were
in fact, aggressive defensive battles. It is a
fact that Guru Gobind Singh had to fight
these battles having being compelled by the
circumstances. Later however, he wrote in
his Zafarnama, a letter of victory written to
Emperor Aurangzeb about his reluctance to
fight the battles. He states:

When all alternatives fail It is rightful to
take to arms."

Since Guru Gobind Singh loved
humanity and considered his enemies in
warfare his own, he advised Bhai Kanhaiya
who was providing drinking water to Sikhs
as well as injured soldiers of enemies in the
war of Anandpur" to apply ointment as well
without any consideration of religion.

Last but not the least by way of
conclusion we may say that the concept of
interfaith and communal harmony is running
in the very veins of the Sikhs as their
heritage. Even in the present days at the time
of national and international disasters the
Sikhs come in the forefront to safeguard

humanity. They go to the extent of
sacrificing their very lives for providing help
to the helpless in despair.

Assistant Professor-History
Department of Distance Education,
Punjab University, Patiala (Punjab)

References :

1. Varan Bhai Gurdas, Varl, pauri21

2. Ibid.,pauri27

3. Puratan Janam Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji
Ki (ed. Shamsher Singh Ashok), Amritsar,
1969, Sakhi 14

4. Emperor Akbar's visit to Guru Arjan's darbar
is attested by Abul Fazl in his Akbarnama.
See, Shireen Moosvi, 'Akbar meets Guru
Arjan, 1598'in Sikh history from Persian
Sources (ed. J.S. Grewal and Irfan Habib),
New Delhi, 2001, p.55

5. Sujan Rai Bhandari, 'Khulasat-ut-Twarikh'
in Makhiz-i-Twarikh-i-Sikhan (ed. Ganda
Singh), Amritsar, 1949, p.58

6. Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Asa Mahalla I, p.
349; Manmohan Singh (tr.), Si Guru Granth
Sahib, Amritsar,1996,p. 1164

7. Ibid.,Rag Bhairo 3" Guru, p. 1128

8. Ibid.,Asa3" Guru, p. 426

9. Ibid.,Dhanasri 4" Guru, p. 667

10. Ibid.,Rag Suhi 4" Guru, p. 773

11. Mohsin Fani, 'Dabistan-i-Mazahib',Makhiz-
i-Tawarikh-i-Sikhan (ed. Ganda Singh),
Amritsar, 1949, p. 13

12. Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Salok 9" Guru,
p. 1427

13. 'Zafarnama', Makhiz-i-Tawarikh-i-Sikhan
(ed. Ganda Singh), op. cit., p. 66

14.Kahan Singh Nabha, Gurshabad Ratnakar
Mahan Kosh, Ludhiana, 2016, p.257

| 26 |

o 2022 |




% PRI IRG T PG, hag T ERRA P |
319E TG I H, BT I $T 8 I
% T A Y e, M1 @ S |
ST g IR, 9fe UTeR & 71 1|
% PHRAT AT A FAT foham, 37 R a4 yBarT |
ST U ST T, 3T BHal | W I
% O ST 91¢ g |, TR H I1¢ S |
31 1Y Selifer, T& qA T S |
% Sl AT PieT g4, Tfe Ia LA |
1 et T Bel &, aTehl B foRget Il
% SaHATaeeR T8, @R e H ARG |
U fer J1fcr Ain<y, AT H T | Il
% YEFII AR, THER dTAR |
i8R a1 §@ I, TeT-Ued A T I
% QTS AR ORI, T8 N AR |
71 SISt {99 uTers, diel 9 SR |
% RIS A9 9o, AR-AR Wy a9 |
M1, fRAAT AT 98, %8 ™ SR SR I
% g OHET Rig H, S E AT B |
Rig waT e |, 91 foRem @ 11
% PART o 8 3, S el g |
Hl ©T STeT SITET, S8 Sd Ot Tdl|
s 3Tet 3R B Well, AT |y W |
ST =TS YUST, I BRI 91T 11
% 9 AT g W, St et e 8 |
i foAT A1 4@ Big, A8 HA J A




B>[uici sttt 911g ABRIST SRIdl
26 S

Ry

2l %
91 9Ic] oldol

(ciﬁ?mﬂiw wﬁwmmmﬂ/m/mm-zozsBﬁﬁ(w.)\
RNI No. MPHIN/2002/9510

nfcreT 4,

U1 IIgR O T :

%TEMO(H.;{.) | | | | | | |

J

srepreTeh, e U] DT TR aferd wifeed srpredt at sk A
HTTaT AR, 29, aRGHRY A, TOER $ AEH, PIIS], Iooi BIF : 0734-4000030 | Jied wd
20, JRTYRT, HSR TS, Soui 456 010 (.9.) B : 0734-2518379 A FRhIerd |

IS : =1, dRT URAR

o
ST 2022 ).




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28

