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Politics of Dalits: Mapping the Identity and Assertion in Telangna

India, the sub-continent of Asia has
some unique features with regard to
political, economical and cultural aspects.
Among these, the social and cultural
scenario of India is highly complicated.
Caste system, a heinous social practice
exists nowhere in the world but for Indian
sub-continent. As its origins are difficult to
trace, its end is also seeming nowhere in
near future. Dalits, who happens to be at
the lowest rung of the caste system, is still
fighting against the system through
relentless struggles with undaunted spirit.
Caste in India was not simply produced by
Hindu religious texts but shaped by
ecologies, languages, religion, modes of
production and political system. The
exploitation of the subordinate castes in
India occurs through social relation rather
than economic relation.

The main assumption of this article is
that given the Indian specificity, the caste
question has to be central and integral to
any movement. In that sense caste is
played an important role in Telangana
statehood movement. This article attempts
to contextualise source of the actual and
real tensions within movement in
Telangana. Telangana.

Key words: Dalit, Class, Movement,

* Dr. Rajesh Kota

**PDr.Ravi Sabavath
Cultural, Dichotomises,

Interface, Telangana.

Tension,

Introduction

The united Andhra Pradesh
experienced Dalit struggles differently in
deferent regions of the state. It presents a
paradoxical picture to the received
understanding of both Marxist and Liberal
frameworks. While the backward regions
like Telangana has become hot bed of
Class-centred struggles spearheaded by the
Naxalites, the Coastal Andhra with its
highly developed commercial farming
following green revolution experienced
vocal and aggressive Caste assertions. The
Karamchedu in 1985 and Chundur in 1991
carnage stand as examples. The Dalit
movement in Coastal-Andhra attracted
wider intellectual support, due to this
background of massacres in advanced
pockets and an increasing middle class
Dalit presence in a wide range of civil
society articulations, such as civil rights,
Ambedkarite caste associations and
mainstream political parties. Even, it
pushed left parties to state their stand on
caste. The Dalit Maha Sabha (DMS) and

other caste organisations, mainly, which was
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emerged in response of these Dalit
Massacres tried to sustain the Identity
politics.

Trajectory of Assertion and Identity
in different junctures

The issue that the CPI (ML) groups
focussed during this period represented
predominantly the problems of Dalit in a
feudal situation. Thus it made the Dalits join
the rank and file of the radical groups. The
Radical left parties focussed mainly on four
related issues which denied the Dalits access

toresources:

1. Landdistribution
2. Vetti
3. Untouchability and
4.  Atrocities on Dalits.

It is also important to make a note of
important omissions in the way the Left
parties articulated the issue of land reforms
before the Naxalite movement took roots in
the country. The land reforms agenda carried
two significant issues first the tenancy
protection laws which actually secured the
land to the relatively privileged sections of
the society resulting in the entrenchment of
the dominant castes and the second, land to
the landless which remained to be
significantly addressed and insufficiently

implemented. The issue of land distribution

among the landless rendered possible the
rapid spread of the movement across the

country.

From the mid 90's onwards the left
radicalism has been on the decline and
moving away from the concrete issues
emerging from the changing politico-
economic scenario. Violence, no working
with the masses, has become the only
instrument of transformation for these
groups. Three reasons are extended or this
decline: One the rise of identities on the lines
of Dalit, Gender, Adivasi etc, challenged the
Class based struggles, two, the penetration
of market economy transforming the rural
side, and three, the increased state
repression and consequent counter 'counter
violence' launched by the Naxalite Parties
themselves. All the three together led to the

insulation o Radical Left politics.

Reframing the narrative o the trajectory o
radical left movement in the state better
appreciates the elements o autonomy in the
rise of Dalits as an agency. The issues of
Dalits

to resources etc, have been pre-existing to

ala untouchability, denial of access

the let movement in the country. Similarly,
there had been attempts to conceptualise the
issues and lead the movements. The anti-

caste movements particularly on the lines of
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Ambedkar's thought already gained a solid
ground in the imagination of Dalits. A major
part of Ambedkar's thought is concerned
caste foundations of property claims in the

Indian society.

It is interesting to note the
observations of Dalit activists in the 1990's
on the radical left movement in retrospect.
They observe that the Dalits' engagement
with left politics implicitly had Dalit
specificity. Thus the radical left could rally
the Dalits on the issues of land distribution,

atrocities on Dalits in massive numbers.
We see two important changes in the

CPI (ML) politics in general and the peoples'
War Group in particular. One is the shift to
popular mobilisation by strengthening mass
front organisations like RSU, RYL, and JNM
in the cultural front. Second is the clear
direction to bring the subaltern social groups
into the movement not in terms of class but in
specific caste terms as SCs, artisan and

occupational communities.

Dalit Identity in Telangana

Movement

Ever since the formation of Andhra
Pradesh, there has been discrimination
against Telangana in resource allocation,
development schemes, education of locals,

and employment generation. Injustice and

discrimination are also evident in denying
spaces in Telangana and Telanganites in
decision-making economic, political, social
and cultural spheres. In fact, this is only a
continuation of the state policy, as
Telanganites could not get their share.

The state of Andhra Pradesh has a
distinct place in the history of social
movements in India, having witnessed
movements by Peasants, Dalits, Tribals,
women and Naxalites. The Telangana
movement is not merely the demand for
statehood, but also for demand for economic
and cultural autonomy, from the Andhra
region. The rebirth of the Telangana
movement in the 1990s raised the question
of distribution of land, self respect, and self
rule for an equal share in political and
economic domains, along with bifurcation
of the state. The movement is rooted in a
historical context and development model.
The regional disparities, in economic, social
and cultural spheres, are a part of reality.

Telangana Movement is one of very
few mass movements which have witnessed
participation from all sections of people.
The movement gave enough hope to every
section of people to come out and protest
against the Government. And also they
brought in their own issues with them to
be addressed. Telangana movement is a
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conglomeration of hundred demands and
thousand wishes. Based on the issues
there are many perspectives to the
movement, of which I will consider the
most prominent ones for my analysis.
Telangana Movement: A Caste
Perspective

The people who looked at
Telangana from caste perspective,
mainly, consisted of Dalits. In the initial
stage, these agencies also fought against
the discrimination and exploitation by
Andhra ( caste/class dominance) leaders
and capitalists as everybody else. Its only
late in the movement they began to
question the movement on caste lines.

The movement for separate
statehood is a political articulation of
various social identities for due share in
the resources which was denied to them
in the integrated state. These concerns
were presented in the form of 'samajika
Telangana.! The demand for separate
state was not driven by primordial
loyalties. Social dynamics in Telangana
clearly indicate that the struggle was
driven by an urge for inclusive growth. It
is in the context that the development
discourse needs to be given serious
consideration. Future mobilisation will
take place around the issue of

development.
Conclusion :

With all these ideological
differences and Ilimitation, I have
argued 1in this article that post
Ambedkaraite Dalit movements in
Telangana has got its roots in Radical
Left Movement in this region. Left
Movement has successfully exposed the
hegemony of upper castes on Dalits and
gave Dalits a cause and reason for
united struggle against the oppressive
regime. This consciousness has helped
the Dalit in furthering their cause and
fight for the social justice.

Finally, a consensus, or even an
agreement, between these two forces
of changes can only be built if both
manage to move beyond the
contestations of the past and also
liberate themselves from their specific
ideological canons to be open to
constructing new radical alternatives.
For both the Dalits and the Marxists,
there
theoretical model based on the

1s need to rethink their

doctrines of Ambedkar and Marx.
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