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Negotiating Digital Space : A Study of

New media platforms by Dalits
- Dr. Krishna Sankar Kusuma
Abstract

At present, many Dalits are using
new media platforms to express their
views. They are using YouTube, news
websites, and social media platforms like
Facebook and Twitter. Through this, they
are not only sharing their views but are
protesting against their oppression. The
study aims to explore how Dalits use the
new media. What kind of sentiment is
coming out of it and what is its nature?
Further more the perils of new media
discourse on the Dalit issues. Hence, the
aim of this paper is to examine the use of

- Saroj Kumar

new media platforms by Dalits in the
present times and outline its possibilities

and challenges.

Key words New media, Dalits,
YouTube, Social media, News websites,
Digital platforms

Introduction:

Dalits are one of the most under
represented groups in India, and they
have also been under represented in the
media there for a long time. Dalits are one
of the most under represented groups in
India, the so-called, and they have also
been under represented in the media there
for a long time. They have very little
in the so-called
mainstream media (Jeffrey, 2000;
OXFAM, 2019). However, they have
always tried to find alternate ways to
express themselves.
contemporary times. With the advent of
new media technologies, they are trying
to articulate their views and issues
through it (Nayar, 2011; Kumar, 2013;
Thakur, 2019). They are using different
new media platforms and practices. This
includes online blogs as well as social
media platforms. They are using their
social media pages and profiles to
connect with each other. Besides
common Dalit people, activists, leaders
to singers, and artists have started their
social media pages to connect with their

representation

This i1s true for
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followers. Dalits are also creating their
own online blogs, news websites, and
YouTube channels. Websites and
YouTube channels like ‘Dalit Camera',
'Dalit Dastak', 'Roundtable India' and
'Mooknayak',' and 'The Activist' are some
of the few leading examples of such a
trend among Dalits. Hence, it is
interesting to see their practices and
expressions.

New media can be a powerful tool
for Dalits to raise awareness and promote
their causes. They can use new media to
share their stories and experiences with a
wider audience. In this process, new
media can bring together Dalits from
different parts of the country, and the
world, who share common interests or
experiences. Online forums and social
media groups can be used to build
supportive networks and create a sense of
belonging among Dalits. They can use
new media to challenge negative
stereotypes and misconceptions about
the community. Beside resistance against
the atrocities, by sharing positive and
diverse images and stories, Dalits can
help to break down barriers and promote
understanding and acceptance. Thus,
new media can be a powerful tool for
advocating for social justice and
promoting change. Marginalized
communities can use social media to

raise awareness of issues, mobilize
support, and hold those in power
accountable. Thus, new media has the
potential to empower Dalits by giving
them a voice and a platform to share their
experiences and connect with others.

Mobilization of Dalits through
new media

Online mobilization has been one of
the major phenomena since the advent of
internet-based media platforms. In India,
Dalits are also finding their place in this
online trend. Hence, Dalits are not just
articulating their views; they are
mobilizing online through these new
media platforms. Recent years have
witnessed such online mobilization by
Dalits. This was visible after the tragic
death of Rohith Vemula (2016), a Dalit
scholar at University of Hyderabad
(Thakur, 2019). Many Dalits from all
over India protested against this incident
and expressed their concerns and anger
online. #Dalitslivematters is one of the
common and connecting hashtags used
during such events. After the Una
atrocities against Dalits in 2016 in
Gujarat, this online mobilization was
also brought to light. Protesting Dalits in
Gujarat uploaded their videos of protests
on social media. They also threw
carcasses of animals into the government
offices as a protest, and videos of this
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incident were widely circulated on social
media. Those video clips went viral on
new media platforms. Some scholars
also suggest that social media helped the
protest reach a national level. Perhaps
this was the first time in the state
(Gujarat) that Dalits were uniting and
protesting on such a large scale through
social media (Shinde, 2016). However,
the online protest after the incident was
not just limited to the state; it was taking
place all over India.

Social media campaigns like #Shoes
fortheDM and "show your mustache" are
another form of mobilization by Dalits.
In August 2019, the district magistrate
(DM) of Uttar Pradesh's Ballia district is
said to have made fun of a Dalit leader for
his expensive shoes and car. When the
Dalit leader posted a video alleging this
on Facebook, an online campaign started
in his support, saying that Dalits are no
longer just oppressed and that they can
also enjoy good things in life. Hence,
through this campaign, Dalits tried to
express a new kind of pride (Kumar S.,
2021). This pride is also visible during
"show your mustache' campaigns. There
have been many incidents of Dalits being
beaten up by the upper castes for having a
mustache. In the age of new media,
Dalits are protesting on social media by
sharing their photos with mustaches and

saying that they too have the right to have
a mustache. One such campaign in the
country took place in 2017 (Chauhan,
2017). Thus, Dalits in India are also
networked with each other with the help
of new media technologies, and they are
organizing online protests and
campaigns for their cause.

Blogs, websites, and YouTube
channels are also another form of use of
new media by Dalits. Since they are not
represented in the so-called mainstream
traditional media, they have started
circulating news related to their
community by starting their own
websites and YouTube channels. As
mentioned above, channels like Dalit
Camera, Dalit Dastak, National Dastak,
The Activists, Mooknayak are doing
such practices. The stories of Dalits and
other marginalized communities are
covered prominently by them. Another
thing that makes them different is that
mainly people from Dalit and other
deprived communities work on these
channels and websites. The number of
such news websites and YouTube
channels is growing day by day. Hence, it
is an important trend in the new media by
Dalits.

Methodology :

The study adopted qualitative
descriptive methodologies, which
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include thick descriptions and case
studies. Keeping the word Ilimit, a
summarized version of the analysis is
presented in this paper. The study
critically reviewed select news media
platforms based on Dalit issues, which
are mentioned above.

Framework and Expression of
online Dalits

From the above analysis and
observation, it is clear that Dalits are
using new media technologies in
different forms and ways. Overall, its
framework has these characteristics and
elements :

e Social media profiles and pages of
Dalits : All kind of Dalit people are
making their profiles and pages. These
includes common Dalit persons as well
as leaders, singers, activists etc. They are
connecting with each other and to
broader people through this. In this
process, a network is formed. Besides
common daily activities, these online
Dalits used to react also during an event
related to the community.

® Websites and YouTube channels:
Dalits are making their YouTube
channels to express themselves in
different ways. Dalit media practitioners
are also starting their news websites and
channels to cover and circulate stories
from the community.

e New kind of expression and pride:
They are not only mobilizing and
protesting against the atrocities through
these new media platforms, but
expressing new kinds of pride and
sentiments. This is visible in social media
campaigns like 'show your mustache' as
discussed above.

e Dalits mobilization and protest is not
a new phenomenon but its form, scale
and circulation is different from earlier
offline mobilizations. This happens at a
very fast pace and on a large scale and it
has been possible only because of the
new media. This helps them make any
content related to them 'viral'. Hence,
‘virality' is the new phenomena in this
mobilization. This is also breaking the
physical, geographical and language
boundaries as Dalits from different
regions are connecting with each other
easily.

All of these aspects of the new media
are not limited to Dalits. This
phenomenon is happening all over India
and the world with all communities.
However, the specific social position of
Dalits in Indian society makes it different
for them. One other thing that is unique
here is their cause. The community, once
considered "untouchable" in Indian
society, has also made social media a tool
in the fight for its own respect and
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representation. They are also trying to
end their marginalization in the Indian
media landscape through this.

Scope and Challenges

Based on the analysis above, it seems
that Dalits only use new media to
organize and speak out. The proliferation
of new media has provided great
opportunities for Dalits. Since the
traditional mainstream media has
historically not given them represe-
ntation, the new media has also emerged
as a hope for them. Unique features of
new media like "interactivity", "two-way
communication", 'participation',
'remediation' and "virality" make new
media technologies more connecting,
interactive and rapid (Logan, 2010;
Deuze, 2006; Lievrouw, 2011). They
help users to participate in the process of
meaning making (Deuze, 2006). Users
are also somehow able to choose and
connect with others of their choice and
form their own customized network
(Dijck & Poell, 2013). Through these
characteristics, new media also provides
opportunities for Dalits to connect and
express themselves. Social media
profiles and pages, websites, and
YouTube Channels by Dalits are possible
due to the scope provided by new media.
Thus, it has provided a space to Dalits to
participate and be represented.

However, the new media always
keeps changing. This uncertain nature of
new media is also a challenge for users.
Another limitation is the "digital divide'
and Dalits have less access to new media
technologies than other privileged
communities in the country. Apart from
this, the risk of gatekeeping on the part of
the corporate and government side also
remains in the free use of new media
(Kujat, 2016). These are some of the
problems Dalits face when using new
media, and they should be looked into.

The Dalits want to use the Internet to
help them get a democratic voice, but the
dominant castes often shut them down
with hate speech, fake news, and trolling.
The psyche of the dominating castes,
who often own capitalists, It is
interesting and horrifying to observe
several videos of brutally beaten Dalits
on social media by the so-called "upper
caste". Cases in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Bihar, and Uttarpradesh show that Dalit
oppressors are not afraid of being found
out. Instead, they seem to be sending the
videos to the Dalit community as a threat
to stay submissive to them. Anti- dalit
groups use mobile phones, Whatsapp,
Telegram, and regional-based apps like
Share Chat to spread hatred toward
dalits. The level of education, ‘civilized'
and urban or rural, does not prove to rise
above the oppressed psyche of caste
discrimination. There aren't many
options for dalits to voice their concerns
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online, and most of them are owned, run,
and shared by oppressed castes.
However, digital news platforms and
social media gave dalits a chance to
express their concerns and pushed them
to reorganize their minds. Even though
there have been some campaigns, the
building of the dalit collective has not yet
led to mass movements.

The initiatives to voice the issues of
the Dalit community on multiple digital
media platforms, including websites like
www.ambedkar.org, www.dalitindia.org,
and www.roundtableindia.co.in, are
influential in promoting intellectual
debates and discussions. To combat caste
discrimination, video-based news portals
such as www.youtube.com/c/
DalitCamera, www.youtube.com/c/ the
Activist, and www.dalitdastak.com
gained popularity among intellectuals
and the dalit community. Remediating
the content among multiple platforms
and presenting content in Hindi, English,
and other regional languages is another
important advantage to reach the
maximum number of people. Though the
study focused on Hindi language media
initiatives, widespread regional language
initiatives by Dalit intellectuals are also
actively using the digital platforms for
their cause.

Conclusion :

This study has outlined the
contemporary new media practices of
Dalits and their framework. In
conclusion, this paper suggests that,

despite some limitations, new media
provides Dalits some space to articulate
themselves. This mobilization of Dalits
has unique characteristics and different
expressions. The scale of their online
mobilization makes this phenomenon
unique in contemporary India.

However, there are some limitations
and challenges that need to be studied
further extensively. Hate speech, trolls,
and memes are emerging materials that
target Dalits as well as their campaigns.
Dalits are marginazed even online and
virtual spaces. The reinforcement of
caste discourse has manifested in the
modern spaces like websites, social
media and digital initiative. The
vulnerability increases with the threats
the editors receive from anonymous
people and state keeps them in the same
manifestation of caste hierarchies. The
evolving law around digital content
especially news has been a growing legal
hurdle for the dait and marginalized
uprising.

- Saroj Kumar (Research Scholar)
Ph.D Scholar, AJKMCRC, Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi

- Dr. Krishna Sankar Kusuma
Associate Professor

AJKMCRC, Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi

Mob. 9818888863
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"Forced Migration and Displacement as a Result of
Climate Change is a Looming Crisis
all over The World : An Analytical Study."

ABSTRACT:

In this research article, there will be a
detailed discussion about the
displacement and migration that has been
happening in the world and within India
due to the disasters caused by climate
change in recent years. Disasters caused
by climate change have completely
disrupted human life. The severity of the
displacement caused by climate change
has affected people not only in terms of
their livelihood but also their culture and
way of life. India is the second-most
populous country in the world and as a
continuously developing nation, it is
quickly carrying out development work.
The dramatic changes in the landscape of
the entire country due to developmental
work are visible. Large-scale
development work within the country
has made the problem of displacement
even more severe. The research article
explains that most of the displacement is
related to environmental degradation and
climate-related events such as storms,
hurricanes, floods, droughts, cloud
bursts, landslides, sea level rise, coastal
erosion, etc.

- Mr. Pawan Kumar

Objective of Research :

The objective of this research article
is to conduct a critical study on the
displacement and migration resulting
from climate change-related emerge-
ncies. The aim is to shed light on the
factors that contribute to environmental
degradation and exacerbate displa-
cement, as well as to seek solutions to the
devastating problem of displacement.

Research Methodology : In this
research article, the author has used
primary data along with personal
experiences, as well as various national
and international research journals,
published research papers, and articles in
different newspapers and magazines.

Keywords Climate change,
cyclone, displacement, migration,
environmental degradation, greenhouse
gases, global warming, internal
displacement, water crisis, climate
refugee.

Introduction Climate change
refers to long-term changes in the
weather-related conditions of any place.
(2) This change that has occurred in the
climate is considered in the context of a
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period of thirty years or more. The
current rate of global temperature rise is
about 1.1 degrees Celsius. The
continuous and uncontrolled emission of
greenhouse gases has deepened the crisis
of this phenomenon. The Future of
Human Climate report by the American
National Academy of Sciences states that
by the year 2070, the annual temperature
increase will be at least 29 degrees
Celsius in nearly 19% of the Earth's
surface. Currently, such high tempera-
tures are only experienced in 0.8% of the
Earth's surface, like the Sahara. In such a
situation, more than three billion people
will be forced to travel in search of
suitable places and conditions, and nine
billion people will experience an annual
average temperature that is currently
only experienced in the hottest deserts
like Sahara. (3)

Due to weather events and conflicts
within India, approximately 39,000,000
people have been displaced. According
to a report from the Centre for Science
and Environment, 76% of internal
displacement cases around the world in
2020
disasters (4). The process of leaving one's
previous place of residence and settling
in a new place is called migration, which
involves determining a certain distance
and changing one's place of residence

were linked to climate-related

(5). In countries like India, displacement,
migration, and exodus are primarily
caused by disasters resulting from
climate change. The most significant
reason for displacement in Jammu and
Kashmir i1s due to avalanches, while in
Uttarakhand, it is due to the unpleasant
events of heavy rainfall and cloud bursts
during the monsoon season. Weather
events are also a major cause of
displacement in the eastern and southern
states of India, including severe
cyclones, storms, rising sea levels,
coastal erosion, among other events. A
report from the World Bank states that if
immediate steps are not taken to reduce
global emissions and development
timelines are not met, more than 200
million people may have to leave their
homes due to climate change in the next
three decades, creating hotspots of
migration (6).

According to a report by the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM) in 2022, there has been a dramatic
increase in internal displacement due to
disasters, conflicts, and violence.
Therefore, it is not an exaggeration to say
that the rate of both internal and external
displacement due to the disasters caused
by climate change has increased with
even greater force. According to the
World Migration Report, 30.7 million
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new displacements occurred in 145
countries and regions in 2020 due to
disasters. (7) The impact of climate
change events such as storms and
cyclones, which sometimes result in
displacement or migration, cannot be
ignored. In 2020, storms displaced 14.6
million people and floods displaced 14.1
million people. (8)

Human migration has been
happening since ancient times, but the
reasons that inspire and strengthen it
have changed along with environmental
degradation and intensity. Human
mobility has a direct correlation with
climate change or negative changes in
the environment. Various factors could
make human mobility stronger,
including food security, water scarcity,
economic security, global energy
security, environmental security, and
personal political security. (9) In
addition, the search for better economic
opportunities, the desire for higher
education, struggles, and severe
disasters may also be causes. The direct
correlation between environmental
degradation and the events that occur is
displacement and migration due to the
natural disasters caused by climate
change, as well as water shortages,
which have become a deepening
problem in addition to catastrophes such

as cyclones that come with changes in
climate. These crises have forced a large
part of the population to flee.

Almost all civilizations in the world
have prospered along river valleys due to
water. History tells us that in ancient
times, dwellings and settlements were
built near water sources. According to an
estimate, the migration rate in drought
conditions is higher than that of
migration due to flooding. When an area
experiences repeated droughts, the
people there cannot tolerate the shock of
these recurring droughts and cannot
avoid the drought's impact. Ultimately,
they are forced to flee to escape the
effects of the drought.

A report from the World Bank, Web
and Flow: Water Migration and
Development, analysed internal data
from 64 countries. The data was
collected from 1960 to 2015 and found
that the main cause of internal
displacement in the contemporary world
is the scarcity of water. (10) The
population affected by the water crisis
resides in developing and poor countries,
for whom the water crisis has become a
new challenge. The World Bank report
found that in any region, the poorest
would be the most vulnerable to the
effects of low rainfall. Despite 80% of
the poorest population not having
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sufficient water, they will not be able to
migrate due to economic constraints. (11)
Climate events have been like a curse for
human life, which have made human life
completely busy and miserable. Many
dreadful climate changes have made
living difficult for people, and as a result,
people have been forced to leave their
ancestral homes. If negative changes
continue to occur in the environment or
environmental degradation persists,
migration and displacement will be the
biggest challenge facing the world soon.
Therefore, it is necessary to think of some
effective measures to prevent migration
and displacement, so that a large part of
the world's population can be saved from
being displaced. The "Rebuilding and
Enhancing Program for settle Refugees
and Planning for the Impact of Climate
Change on Migration" needs to be
implemented quickly to resettle refugees.
According to the Groundswell Report,
global emissions can be reduced by up to
80% by using greenhouse gases,
particularly reducing the carbon
footprint.(12)

Conclusion :

The causes of displacement and
migration due to climate change result in
people having to deal with many
problems. Events related to climate
change are responsible for spreading

problems such as displacement and
migration to a great extent. These
problems become stronger due to the
inspiration of migration. Examples of
such problems include debt, bonded
labor, early and forced marriage,
trafficking of women, prostitution,
modern slavery, and so on. Itbecomes the
responsibility of every country in the
world to prepare an effective solution to
deal with all these problems and their
elimination. Some countries
already politically accepted migration
and displacement, and work is underway
in various parts of the world to gain
political approval for displacement and
migration. Every country should see it as
a serious problem and prepare an outline
of the causes, consequences, remedies,
and suggestions for displacement and
migration related issues. Efforts should
be made to reduce the negative effects
associated with the environment, and
commitments to agreements that reduce
global greenhouse gas emissions should
be strictly followed. By moving on the
path of inclusive development, which is

have

environmentally friendly, we can strike
at the roots of the crisis of displacement
and migration. Environmentally
conscious individuals can combat the
crises of displacement and expansion on
the path of inclusive development.
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Immediate and concrete actions are
necessary to address the solutions to the
problems of displacement and expansion
generated by the negative effects of
climate change. The entire world must
come together on a platform to reduce the
negative impacts of climate change so
that there is a decrease in the rate of
displacement and expansion. Action
plans must be developed from the local to
the national and international level.
Recent efforts have not lived up to their

targets, therefore it becomes the moral
responsibility of every country to
provide shelter to those who need it.
There is a need to be less formal in
refugee-related treaties and adopt a non-
resistant approach to providing shelter
with dignity to all those in need, in every
country.
- Mr. Pawan Kumar
Assistant Professor of Geography
Govt. College Birohar, Jhajjar Haryana.
Contact. 9891800340
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