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Maritime History : A history from below

Abstract-
The genre of history writing has

evolved in many ways during the last
century. Fromamerereproduction ofthe
life and events of emperors and
courtesans, history had firmly
established itself as an autonomous
scientific discipline which is more
empirical and employs several other
auxiliary disciplines and techniques in
its manuals of methodology in order to
produce a 'total history'. This paper
throws light on one such subset of
history maritime history and discusses
the future prospects of writing a
maritimehistory of India or the history

of Indian Ocean.

Keywords- Maritime history;
historio- graphy; Ocean,;
maritime trade
Introduction-

Ideas about history and historio-

graphy have undergone a profound
change in the past few decades. While
traditional historiography focused on
individuals, especially “great men” as
thesubject matter of history, the new
formsofsocial-science-oriented history
emphasized more on social structures
and processes of social change. In this

Indian

- Saurabh Mishra Research Scholar

sense social science approaches whether
Marxist, Annalist, or Subaltern,
representedademocratizationofhistory,
an inclusion of broader segments of the
population, and an extension of the
historical perspective from politics to
society. This led to the development of
conceptsof'history frombelow'and'total
history".

Maritime history is a broad theme
which includes within its ambit issues
such as commerce at sea, shipbuilding,
portdevelopment, human migration and
diaspora and many other issues of sea
transportation. A student who pursues
the theme may approach it froma variety
of vantage points including science,
technology, industry, economics, trade,
politics, art, literature, ideas, sociology,
military and naval affairs, international
relations, cartography, comparative
studies in 1imperial and colonial
affairs, institutional and organizational
development, communi-cation,
migration, inter-cultural relations,
natural resources and so on.In short,
maritime history is ahumanistic study of
the many dimensions in man's
relationship with the sea (Hattendorf,

[ 04 |

1995,p.5).
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One of the main problems for
maritime historians is the need to see
events at sea in terms of a variety of
perspectives. For example, a ship that
was built in a particular country was a
product of certain national, political,
economic, social, technological and
industrial factors. When the same ship
sailed at sea, it entered a different realm
with an international dimension that
may involve such additional factors as
wars, cross-cultural relations, imperial
competition, scientific research, and the
exchange of goods or the accumulation
of capital through international
trade.Moreover, the experiences which
sailors gained from the long sea voyage
were reflected back into the land-based
societies as sailors returned from the sea
and thus the maritime affairs acted as a
channel of development. (Hattendorf,

1995, p.6).
The development of maritime

networks have linked different societies
and civilizations together, providing
conduits for the exchange and
distribution of goods, the projection of
political and economic power and the
diffusion of ideologies and culture. (De

Souza, 2002, p.4)
Birth of Maritime history-
Although there have been

several travelogues written from the
ancient period by sailors and merchants
but Maritime history emerged as a sub-
discipline of history in the 1950s in
France by the efforts of Annales School.
A pioneer in this field was Fernand
Braudel who through his masterpiece
'The Mediterranean and the
Mediterranean World in the Age of
Philip IT' (1949) laid the foundations of
maritime history. His model was
followed by Pierre Chaunu who took
the Atlantic as his subject. His twelve-
volume study (1955-60) centers on the
rise and fall of the trade between Seville
and the New World of the America from

1501 to 1650.
Present-day maritime history does not

deal only with the great, the well-known
or the successful. Those who currently
study the history of the sea tend to focus
instead on the millions of anonymous
mariners, port-related workersand
entrepreneurs on the high seas and
ashore; countless cargoes consisting
mainly of food products like grain, salt
and fish; exotic and tropical products
like spices, sugar and bananas; raw
materials like cotton, coal and iron ore;
and forced and voluntary passengers
like slaves, convicts and migrants
(Harlaftis and Vassallo, 2004, p2)

| 05 |
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Maritime history of Indian

Subcontinent-An Overview
Having discussed about the

subject- matter and prospects of writing
maritime history at length, it will not be
in vague to discuss the predicaments
and possibilities of producing a
Maritime history of Indian subcon-
tinent and the major themes that it will
deal with.India has a rich maritime
history dating back 5000 years.The
world's first tidal dock is believed to
have been built at Lothal around 2300
BCE during the Indus Valley
Civilization on the Gujarat coast. A
compass, Matsya yantra, was used for
navigation in the 4" and 5" century AD.
The words 'mavigation' and 'navy' are
derived from Sanskrit words 'Navgatih'
and 'Nou'respectively. Boat-making
and ship-building industries were
found in India since ancient times.

As interest in maritime history
has evolved, Indian Ocean studies
represents a relatively recent and
exciting development, emerging from
the invaluable historical revisionism of
Michael Pearson, Ashin Das Gupta,
Sinnappah Arasaratnam, Himanshu
P.Ray, Sugata Bose, K.N.Chaudhuri,
Gwynn Campbell, Randall Pouwells,
Kenneth McPherson, Ed Simpson, Eric

Gilbert, John Hawley, and many others.
Indian Ocean studies reveal what Jawn
Hawley describes as 'subaltern
cosmopolitanism." Its merchants and
laborers circulated on its rim and across
its waters, from time immemorial, as
recorded for instance in the Greek
Periplus of the Erythraen Sea (circa
first century AD), and continue to do so
today. Its more wretched travellers
assimilated, to leave trace commu-
nities such as the Sidis in India and the
Bombay Africans of Mombasa. Ship-
building and navigation in the Indian
Ocean formed other important themes
of this period, to which the works of
B.Arunachalam, K.S.Mathew and
Lotika Varadarajan could be added as
major contributions.

It will not be superfluous if we
regard Indian Ocean as the 'cradle of
civilization' because in the 3“millen
nium BC it saw the establishment of
three riverine civilizations - the
Egyptian civilization, the Mesopo
tamian civilization and the Harappan
civilization. Archaeological research at
sites in Mesopotamia (Iraq), Dilmun
(Bahrain) and Magan (Oman) has led to
the discovery of stamp seals, stone
weights and colourful carnelian beads,
which corroborate these references.

| o6 |
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More evidence of the maritime
capacities of the Harappans is implicit
with the sites of Lothal and Dholavira in
Gujarat.

This maritime development
continued in the Indian subcontinent in the
Vedic and post-Vedic era also. The
Magadha Empire under King Bimbisara of
Haryanka dynasty, extended up to eastern
coast, and thus trade relations started with
south-East Asia. Maritime trade with
Greece and Rome flourished in the
Mauryan and Kushan- Satavahana
dynasty. The major ports during this era
include Puhar, Tyndis and Muziris.This
marine development reached its zenith
under the powerful Cheras, Cholasand
Pandyas in peninsular India. The Cholas
under powerful king Rajaraja Chola and
Rajendra Chola conquered island nations
in the southern Indian Ocean as well as
parts of Malaysia, Indonesia and southern
Thailand. Prominent port-towns during
this period were Calicut, Pattanam,
Tuticorin and Mamallapuram. This was
also a golden period when Indian culture,
philosophy, governance, science, art,
architecture and religion influenced the
world and vice-versa.

Although the Indian subcontinent
possessed such a rich maritime heritage but
there are only few instances and records of
shipping industries, merchants, fishing and
sailing communities in early historical

accounts. Although a few literary sources
such as Tamil literature provide graphic
accounts of fishing and sailing
communities. Similarly the travelogues
and accounts of Greco-Roman historians
provide ample evidence in this regard such
as Periplus of Erythraen Sea, Historia
Naturalis by Pliny, and voyage account of
Nearchus etc. Perhaps it is the time that
similar data is sought in historical and
archeological sources also.

Early efforts by Radhakumud Mukherji
in this field are praiseworthy when he
wrote his famous book entitled 'Indian
Shipping' which traces the history of the
sea-borne trade and Maritime activity of
the Indians from the earliest times.

Conclusion-

It is thus evident that the Indian
Ocean presents special problems for the
historian and the archaeologist.It is
perhaps time to support and promote
Indian Ocean studies at various levels of
the academic system. Early efforts made
by the SAARC countries and studies on
South Asia are showing fruitful results in
this direction. It's time to intensify such
works in ensuing research in order to make
maritime history an established genre.

- Saurabh Mishra
(Research Scholar,
Department of Medieval
and Modern Indian History,
University of Lucknow)
Mob. 9473595235
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TRIBAL PANCHAYAT SYSTEM IN TELANGANA STATE-AN OVERVIEW

Introduction

Telangana government recently
increased Tribal reservation 10
percentage. This reservation play major
role in the development of the tribal's in
the state. The tribal population of India
(104 million) is larger than that of any
other country in the world. “Tribal
people in India are called “adivasi”.

- Dr. BASANI LAVANYA

Adivasi is an umbrella word for a
heterogeneous set of ethnic and tribal
groups considered the aboriginal
population of India. Even though terms
such as atavika, vanavasi ("forest
dwellers"), or girijan ("hill people") are
also used for the tribes of India, adivasi
carries the explicit meaning of being
the unique and autochthonous
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inhabitants of a given region and was
specifically coined for that purpose in
the 1930s. Over time, unlike the terms
"aborigines" or "tribes", the word
"adivasi" has developed a connotation
of past autonomy which was disrupted
during the British colonial period in
India and has not been restored. They
generally live outside the mainstream of
Indian Hindu and Muslim society. Most
ordinary Indians had known little about
them.
KOYATRIBE PAN HAYAT SYSTEM
Among the Koyas, if anyone
breaches their tribal customary rule, the
village community takes A corrective
action by imposing penalties like fine
upon the wrong doer and then worships
the deities to avoid the calamities
expected to follow because of the anger
of the supernatural beings. On the other
hand such beliefs and practices ensure
social discipline and conformity.
Functioning of traditional institutions
of social control among the Koya
reflects that both secular and sacerdotal
leaders play a major role in the village
through the traditional village council
which effectively manages inter and
intra village disputes and awards
punishments and rewards. The

traditional head of the Koya village is
called "Peda"
leadership, both political and social

around whom the
revolves and the post is hereditary. He
occupies a key place and enjoys certain
prerogatives which make him virtually all
powerful in a village. He functions as the
secular headman in addition to his religious
duties. He takes decisions in customary
matters of his village. He sits with the village
elders and the parties involved in a dispute -
each party sitting on one side to conduct
hearing and decide the cases. The Peda also
sits in the Kula Panchayat of a particular
clan, even though he is not a member of that
clan to discuss and decide disputed matters
relating to commitment of incest within the
clan. A decision made by the Peda is never
challenged. If a Peda becomes unpopular for
some reason, the villagers sit together and
select another headman. The people of Koya
village sit together once a year to discuss
about the headman's activities. The headman
sits and listens to what his people say. Ifhe is
accused or criticized for any reason, he is
given a chance to defend himself. This
occasion is known as Peda Gudma. When a
new Peda is chosen, the villagers hold a. A
new cloth is wrapped around the new Peda's
head like a turban by the village priest and he
is led to the seat of village goddess to
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swear to remain just and good’.
Gond Political System

The Gonds of Odisha and
Telangana have no formal kin based
hierarchical political organization, to
treat the disagreements; however, they
are not without leaders. Their solidarity
does not extend beyond the subsection.
The Gond village community forms the
basic political unit through its village
council.

This village level democratic
organization is headed by 'Majhi'
(headman). The other members of the
village council are chosen by the
villagers. Its officials are the village
chief, priest, and watchman, four or five
co-opted elderly members representing
the lineages inhabiting the village. All
sorts of disputes are discussed and
resolved by the village council. Each
Gond village has its own service giving
"caste groups" such as the Ahir
(cowherd), Agria (blacksmith), Dhulia
(Drummers) and Pradhan (Bards and
Singers). In the current political
situation the Gond community, despite
its numerical strength, is less vocal and
less powerful at the decision making
This is attributed to their
disunity and educational and economic

Pprocess.

backwardness. Their traditional
political structure has been weakening
due to modern Panchayat raj system.
The social esteem of the traditional
leaders is losing grounds. They are
being marginalized at the rise of the
politically affiliated members
representing the Panchayat system’.
Chenchu Political system

Political organization of the
village can be divided into two types. 1.
Traditional, and 2.Statutory. In this
village, like any other tribal village,
traditional political system still enjoys
supremacy over statutory political
authority and there is also a kind of
fusion between these two systems.
Headman (Peddamanishi) of the village
and the members of the Traditional
Council involve in dispute resolution.
The present headman is also serving as
the president of VTDA and also
coordinates with the village Sarpanch
for the development of the village®.
The Tradition of Gwar Panchayat
and Naik in Thanda

Every Banjara/ Lambada Thanda
has got its own traditional Gwar
Panchayat consisting of Naik who is
assisted by Karbani, Dhaddi, Bhatts and
Navi and a few experienced elders. The
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office of Karbani is hereditary and
permanent. The Dhaddi, Bhatts and
Navi are treated as art castes and they
always assisted by Gwar Panchayat,
social control is exercised in the Thanda
through various sanctions like fine,
pressure of public opinion. The Naik or
Headman presides over all delibera-
tions and announces the decisions in all
the cases which come under his
jurisdiction. He represents the
collective good will and authority of the
community on occasions like marriage,
death and on various festivals. Without
his presence no function or ceremony is
complete. He is responsible for the
maintenance of law and order in the
Thanda. Generally he personally knows
all the people in Thandas and their
affairs. Ideally, he is expected to posses
the qualities of honesty, truthfulness,
integrity, bravery and in addition he
must have an understanding of all the
problems connected with his Thandas.
The post of Naik and Karbani are
hereditary but this rule is applied in a
flexible manner. Generally, the elder
son of Naik succeeds the father butif the
Naik thinks that eldest son is not
capable of shouldering the responsi-
bility, he may name any other son to

succeed him. Sometimes the people of
Thanda themselves may take the
initiative and suggest to the Naik whom
he should nominate as his successor. In
the past the Lambadas used to perform
a special ceremony called ‘“Page”
during the installation of new Naik.
They used to invite all the Naiks of the
neighboring Thandas to participate in
it. In the presence of those Naiks and
villagers, a few Lambadas elders used
to place a new turban on the new
incumbent to this post. If the Thanda is
a very large settlement with many
streets, each street may have its own
Naik and above each of them there is
another Naik for the entire settlement
called Pedda Naik (Elder Naik). If the
settlement contains people of other
castes as well very frequently they have
their own heads called 'Kulapedda' or
'Pedda Manishi'. When Panchayat
considers any case concerning the
village as a whole these heads are also
invited to take part in the deliberations.
Any person can approach the Nayak to
convene a meeting of the Panchayat to
settle a dispute in which he 1s interested.
In many Thandas in the past even police
could never interfere with their internal
matters because the Naik and village
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elders could enforce their decision
effectively. The Gwar Panchayat takes
important decision to settle the disputes
of Thandas in matter related to adultery,
elopement, divorce, and theft. On
careful analysis and observation the
following reasons for slackening of the
traditional Gwar Panchayat political
organization were found.

1. Frequent interference of the
non Banjara leader in Gwar Panchayat
deliberations.

2. In dispute settlement with
Banjaras of the Thanda, the caste
leaders take lead in solving disputes and
most of the Banjaras do visit caste
leaders instead of approaching Gwar
Panchayat, Hence the traditional Naiks
have become nominal. Due to the
increased individualistic attitude and
un-manifested factionalism people
have started defying judgment given by
Gwar Panchayat.

3. Educated young Banjaras do
not like to fulfill the traditional way of
providing liquor and non-vegetarian
food to the members of traditional
council during the process of disputes
settlement.

State Government Schemes-
Economic Support:

Self Employment Schemes : ST
beneficiaries identified and registered
in OBMMS (Online Beneficiary
Monitoring & Management System)
for taking up Economic Support
Activities.

Own Your Car Scheme/Driver
The
programme includes skill enhan-

Empowerment Scheme:

cement of the drivers through Maruthi
Driving School, assistance for
placement through Uber and financial
assistance for vehicle purchase.
Borewell Drilling and Energization
support for ST Farmers. (ORC) To
provide financial support to ST
Farmers to meet the pending demand
towards service connections/security
deposit charges, service line charges,
ORC in coordination with DISCOMS.
Land Development Scheme for
STs“Giri Vikasam” To convert the
uncultivable agricultural lands of small
& marginal ST farmers into cultivable
lands for the sustainable agriculture
development of the STs in the State by
providing facilities like irrigation, drip
etc., under this scheme as the majority
of ST lands are uncultivable and fallow
due to lack of proper irrigation
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Conclusion

Telangana Government has
created Thanda/Gudem Gram
Panchayats under 2018 panchayat act
Telangana henceforth new Gram
Panchayats are providing self rule
among the tribal communities all over
the state. Empowerment of Gram
Sabhas would require efforts at
mobilization of the village community
to ensure mass participation in

meetings of the Gram Sabha. Further, a
massive awareness generation
programme needs to be taken up to
inform Gram Sabhas about their rights
in respect of planning, implementation
and audit of development programmes
with respect to control over natural
resources, land records and conflict
resolution has to be taken up on a
massive scale.

- Dr. BASANI LAVANYA

Post-Doctoral Fellow Department of Political Science

Kakatiya University, Warangal, Telangana-506005

Mob. 9160975164
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