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DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING, REFLECTIVE
THINKING AND HYPOTHESIZING AMONG LEARNER :
CASE STUDY OF A SCHOOL IN KOHIMA

- Dr. Prasenjit Pal
Assistant Professor

ABSTRACT

"Which teaching method is
appropriate for social science teaching-
learning process in school?" - is a
debated question. The social science
education involves critical thinking,
reflective thinking, and hypothesizing.
The relative usefulness of conventional
and experiential methods in teaching
social science curriculum is a central
point of discussion in present paper.
The subjects of the study were 92
students (32 boys and 60 girls) of Class-
7 and 26 teachers of a school in Kohima
district, Nagaland. The subjects were
assigned into two groups. The
experimental group was taught by
experiential method and control group
was taught by conventional method.
Simultaneously a group of 26 teachers
were selected randomly from the
school for observing the two groups of
students. The teachers' responses about
the relative effectiveness of the
experiential method and conventional

method were taken by administering a

- Dr. Munni Chaudhary
Associate Professor

self-constructed opinionnaire.
Researcher uses x’ test to understand the
relative effectiveness of the methods.
The experiential method is proven as
more effective method in the
development of critical thinking,
reflective thinking, and hypothesizing.

KEY WORD

Critical Thinking, Reflective
Thinking, Hypothesizing, Experiential
learning

INTRODUCTION

Yashpal Committee's landmark
report (1993) “Learning Without
Burden" was in the view to overhaul the
teaching-learning process persist in
Indian schools. It favored a drift in
school curriculum, pedagogy, and
assessment towards learner-centric
approach. NEP 2020 envisioned that
schools should nurture critical and
reflective thinking among the students.
NEP 2020 re-emphasized experiential
learning as the pedagogical practice in
schooling. Such a kind of experiential
learning could lead the way to
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developing inquisitive mindset among
the learner. In the present study
researcher conducted a case study of
RGHSS Kohima School, Nagaland to
understand the effect of experiential
learning on the learner. The unit titled
“Market Around Us" from the class-7
Hornbill Social Science textbook was
chosen. Two groups were formed out of
Class -7 students. One group was taught
through experiential method. Teacher
took them to local markets. They visited
local producers, sellers, and consumers,
and witnessed bargaining, exchange,
price, and money transactions. They
built economic laboratories. The other
group was instructed through class
lectures. Then school teachers were
asked to give their opinion regarding
development of critical thinking,
reflective thinking, and ability to form
hypotheses among the learners. The
objective of the study is to ascertain
whether experiential learning could be
utilized as an effective approach for
teaching social science in Middle
School Stage (Class 6 to Class 8) in
facilitating critical thinking, reflective
thinking, and hypothesizing among
school children.

HYPOTHESIS
H,,: There is no significant

relationship between the opinion of
teachers on control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of critical thinking.

H,,: There is no significant
relationship between the opinion of
teachers on control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of reflective thinking.

H,;: There is no significant
relationship between the opinion of
teachers on control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of ability to form
hypotheses.

SAMPLES

All the 92 (32 boys and 60 girls)
students studying in class 7 were
selected as sample of the study. Then 92
subjects were assigned to two equal
groups through a technique of
matching. Two groups randomized
matched subject post-test true experi-
mental design was used. Experimental
group and control group were taught by

using lesson transcripts from unit- 16 of
Class-7th textbook. After that, a post-
test

was administered to both the

dA9¥R 2024




3ndrd

groups. Simultaneously a group of 26
teachers were selected randomly from
the schools for observing the two
groups of students. A self-constructed
opinionnaire was given to them. The
responses of the teachers were then
subjected to some statistical analysis to
know the relative effectiveness of the
experiential- method and conventional
method.

TOOLS

Four tools were used in the study.
Researcher used two different self-
prepared lesson plans for different
groups but on the same unit. The post-
test prepared by the researcher
consisted of 25 items with a high
content and reliability coefficient of
.93. An opinionnaire or 5-point Likert-
type attitude scale consisting of 26
items (13 items for control class and 13
items for experimental class) was
prepared by researcher. Among the
items, 24 items are positive statements
and 2 items are negative statements.
The scale has a reliability coefficient of
.98 and high levels of validity.

DATAANALYSIS

The subjects were asked to give

their responses on the scale of (MAX),
(MOD), (U), (LIT) and (N). Here

MAX/MOD/U/LIT/N implies that
subjects highly agree that students have

developed certain qualities (Critical
thinking/ Reflective thinking / Hypo-
thesising) to Maximum extent/
Moderate extent / Unknown extent/
little extent/ No extent respectively.
The responses of the teachers were then
subjected to some statistical analysis.
The data obtained is given in the
following table.

It 1s evident from the percentages
data that there exists difference in
opinion between control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of critical thinking. The
Chi-Square value (9.658) is greater
than critical value of Chi-Square at .05
level of significance (5.991) and the
null hypothesis is rejected. It can be
inferred that there is a significant
difference between the opinion of
teachers on control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of critical thinking.
Experimental group likely to develop
better critical thinking than control
group.

Again, in case of reflective thinking
the Chi-Square value (30.785) is
greater than critical value of Chi-
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Square at .05 level of significance
(5.991). It can be inferred that there is
significant difference between the

opinion of teachers on control group
and experimental group regarding the
development of reflective thinking.
Experimental group likely to develop
better reflective thinking than control
group.

Finally, in case of development of
ability to form hypotheses. The Chi-

Square value (18.975) is greater than
critical value of Chi-Square at .05 level
of significance (5.991). It can be
inferred that there is significant
difference between the opinion of
teachers on control group and
experimental group regarding the
development of ability to form
hypotheses. Experimental group likely
to develop a better ability to form
hypotheses than control group.

Opinions for control group and experimental group regarding the development of critical
thinking/reflective thinking/hypothesizing

Extent of Development

MAX

MOD | U/LIT/NO | Pearson | N Df .05
Chi- sig

Square

Development of 26.9

Critical Thinking

Opinion of % of
Teachers about
Control Group

26.9 46.2 9.658* |52 2 5.99

Opinion of % of 69.2
Teachers about
Experimental

Group

15.4 154

Development of
Reflective
Thinking

Opinion of % of
Teachers about
Control Group

34.6

53.8

Opinion of % of
Teachers about
Experimental
Group

88.5

3.8

7.7

30.785%

52

5.99

Development of
Ability to form
Hypotheses

Opinion of % of
Teachers about
Control Group

154

26.9

57.7

Opinion of % of
Teachers about
Experimental
Group

69.2

23.1

7.7

18.927%

52

5.99

Table-1
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CONCLUSION

The study produces the result that
there is significant relationship between
the opinion of teachers on control group
and experimental group regarding the
development of critical thinking,
reflective thinking, and the ability to
form hypotheses. The opinion of the
observing teachers revealed that
experimental group seemed to develop
better critical thinking, reflective
thinking, and the ability to form
hypotheses. Schools should provide
greater space for experiential learning to
nurture scientific thinking and
inquisitive young minds.

- Dr. Prasenijit Pal (Assistant Professor)
Department of Teacher Education
Nagaland University, Kohima Campus

Meriema, Kohima, Nagaland-797004
Mob. 8145821879

- Dr. Munni Chaudhary
Associate Professor
Department of Hindi
Nagaland University
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Impact of Domestic Violence in
Live-In Relationships : An
Analysis under the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence

Act, 2005

- Dr. Sudipta Adhikary
- Dr. Paramita Bhattacharyya

Abstract:

Domestic violence is a pervasive
societal issue that transcends traditional
boundaries, affecting individuals
irrespective of their marital status. This
article aims to shed light on the nature
of domestic violence within the context
of live-in relationships, examining its
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causes, manifestations, and potential

solutions. Live-in relationship 1is
comparatively a new occurrence for the
Indian culture. The ongoing discourse
surrounding live-in relationships in
India has sparked a significant debate,
challenging the conventional norms of
societal morality. Despite the societal
reservations, the Indian judiciary
consistently interprets the law
favourably towards live-in relation-
ships.

Consequently, it becomes impe-
rative to safeguard the individuals
involved, especially in instances of
violence within such relationships.
Although domestic violence is
prevalent, it often goes unnoticed by the
general populace. The legislation aims
to address domestic abuse, particularly
concerning women in legally married
or marriage-resembling relationships
like live-in partnerships. This work
primarily concentrates on various
facets of live-in relationships, with a
specific emphasis on domestic violence
within such relationships in the Indian
context.

Key words : Live-in Relation,

Domestic violence, Assault, Domestic
Relation, Marital Status.

L.

Introduction :

In India, there is no specific legal
framework governing the concept of a
live- in relationship, and there is no
dedicated statute addressing it. The
legal landscape lacks clear provisions
defining the rights and responsibilities
of individuals in a live- in relationship,
including the legal status of any
children born within such unions. The
absence of a statutory definition
contributes to the uncertainty surroun-
ding the legality of these relationships.
Indian law does not confer any specific
rights or obligations on participants in a
live-in relationship. Nevertheless,
through various court rulings, some
insights into the nature of live-in
relationships have been provided.
Although the legal standing of such
relationships remains unclear, efforts
have been made to establish certain
rights by interpreting and amending
existing legislation, aiming to prevent
the improper exploitation of these
associations.""

II. Live in Relationship and
Legislative Framework :

The legal standing of live-in
relationships in India has been
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established through judicial interpre-

tation, with various Indian laws
recognizing their legal status. In the
case of Khushboo v. Kanniammal?, it
was asserted that live-in relationships
fall within the ambit of the Right to Life
guaranteed under Article 21 of the
Indian Constitution, rendering them
legally valid. The Supreme Court, in
several instances, has issued judgments
supportive of live-in relationships,
emphasizing the judiciary's role in
maintaining balance and justice. within
society. In an effort to legitimize live-in
relationships, the Maharashtra
government in 2008 sought to amend
Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure
Code, aiming to broaden the definition
of the term "wife" to include a female
living with a male "like his wife" for a
reasonably long period, as defined in
the section. This initiative aligned with
the recommendations of the Malimath
Committee in 2003, which proposed
expanding the scope of the term
"wife."

The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDV
Act, 2005), marks a significant
legislative development, recognizing

relations "in the nature of marriage" and

providing legal recognition to
relationships outside of traditional
marriage. Prior to the enactment of the
PWDV Act in 2005, there was no
comprehensive law addressing all
forms of violence against women
within domestic settings. The Act also
acknowledges the concept of live-in
relationships, which was previously
unrecognized by Indian law, offering
legal protection to individuals in such
arrangements. Furthermore, the
PWDV Act 2005 has facilitated the
legal recognition of relationships, such
as live-in relationships, with equivalent
status to marriage under various
personal laws, including the Hindu
Marriage Act.*

III. Judicial Response:

In the case of Shivashanka Shiva v.
State of Karnataka & Another,’ the
Supreme Court asserted that engaging
in prolonged sexual activity within a
relationship cannot be categorized as
rape, particularly when the comp-
lainant claims they cohabited as
husband and wife.’ The term 'violence'
refers to actions causing harm, whether
physical or mental. The courts have

extended the scope of the Protection of

dA9¥R 2024




Women from Domestic Violence Act,
2005 (PWDV Act, 2005) to include
live-in partners.” Love, trust, and
mutual respect are the three vital
components of any relationship.
Regardless of societal views on
marriage, the presence of these
elements contributes to the happiness of
any partnership.’

Honourable Justice A.K. Ganguly
in Revanasiddappa v. Mallikarjun® held
that, "With changing social norms of
legitimacy in every society, including
ours, what was illegitimate in the past
may be legitimate today." Conse-
quently, the judiciary considers various
factors, including societal norms and
constitutional principles, when making
decisions in different situations.
According to the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
(PWDV Act, 2005), a relationship
resembling marriage must fulfil certain
fundamental requirements. The PWDV
Act of 2005 does not allow exceptions
for various types of live-in relation-
ships, clarifying that brief encounters,

such as one-night stands or weeklong

connections, do not qualify as domestic

partnerships.” The Supreme Court has

stressed the significance of broadening
Section 2(f) of the PWDV Act, 2005,
which defines "domestic relationships,"
to encompass impoverished, illiterate
individuals in illegal relationships and
their offspring born into such relation’
ships with no alternative means of

support.”
IV. Conclusions :
To address these issues, there is a

need for increased awareness to foster
acceptance of such relationships.
Rather than attempting to fit live-in
relationships within existing laws, the
Parliament should consider enacting
specific legislation tailored to address
the unique dynamics of live-in
partnerships. Such an approach would
contribute to clarity and fairness in the
legal system, promoting justice and
equality in society.
- Dr. Sudipta Adhikary
Associate Professor, Department of Law

Brainware University, West Bengal, India.
Mob : 8910270971

- Dr. Paramita Bhattacharyya

Assistant Professor, Department of Law
Brainware University, West Bengal, India.
Mob : 9434666124
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