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URTSTI—dTE 37 | WX 8, W § &b a8 Afh—
AT HFBICA e, AYFd AFRIDAT B
IR B |
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R W fe@mr &1 7| fgd™, M o afe o
BT I | GTER D B, S ARkh BT a8,
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I H AT & Ui S TE]T Ud Ui uH fewrs
AT 8, 98 9 PRI & U Uspf=es MERerd ue
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|t Tl | 5 & <1ficdl & fate foar = € faar
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i M gar | B & BRY giawnall |
dfer € | |1y 81, Hererfh +ff o=l o7 & ey
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wef AR — RIS Jf $49 e gl &
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g | WRIo—Hf H FRIel Shas & Hou! 9 T8
S U 9, Ay 399 Ugell R R 4
WIS HT WR fe@ar g, (™ o wufh gor o
AR I qFa) g faoTel g € oiR 3wy #
T HIAAT M D (AT AT B AII—ATT FRTAT
DI Y ST AT 2, 39 HY H YHuIaH T4 WY
RIS =8 ARF I W AT A I ¢ |

RTE0T 3MY[G IR AT A BR Fabell AT

aT e g 81 g PRI S eawe |

PRI BHe FEYl 9 e Y2, 99 B M
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|ed—ad H Wpld 7 Hem—a | Fay
fArcTen” FORTAT BT 3 WIa—qfA R of OIrd & Sfef
PIs W FRH MMADTDHR BT ARAT § 7T ST
21 O Rafd # fRrem & a1 W e
AHR IR ISd B—

8 STras o i1 TaT 21 1 faRwe,

f&ren | o fory et &1 foam o |

RIS Wfer &= Bfaar § Meplia & wy 5
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Experiences of being 'the Dalit' :
An Analysis of Urmila Pawar's
The Weave of My Life,

A Dalit Woman's Memoirs

- Ripunjoy Bezbaruah

In his Preface to Dalit Politics
and Literature (2017), Jai Sankar
Prasad writes, “The last quarter of the
twentieth century reflected tremendous
changes in the Indian Political system
and represented political assertions by
new social forces. Dalit literature, or
literature about the Dalits, an oppressed
Indian caste under the Indian caste
system, forms an important and distinct
part of Indian literature. Dalit literature
emerged in the 1960s, starting with the
Marathi language, and soon appeared in
Hindi, Kannada, Telugu and Tamil
languages, through narratives such as
and, most,

poems, short stories,
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autobiographies, which stood out due to
their stark portrayal of reality and the
Dalit political scene. Dalit literature
denounced as petty and false the then
prevailing portrayal of life by the
Sadashiv Pethi literature which lacked
mention of the object poverty-stricken
lifestyle of the Dalits and the utter
oppression the Dalits faced, at that
time, from the higher castes.” (vii) Even
in some texts, it is clearly stated that the
Vedas are the planned texts to subdue
the Sudras: they became the rules for
caste based discrimination in Hindu
society. The sufferings of the lower
caste people or the sudras had been
found since time immemorial.

Raj Kumar in his Dalit
Literature and Criticism (2019)
significantly writes,” Broadly
speaking, the word 'Dalit' is a political
term which symbolizes the relatively
new identity of a group of people who
were earlier known as 'untouchables'.
Untouchability is a deep ingrained
consequence of the caste system and 1s
an unacceptable and hurtful social
practice. It was abolished when the
Indian Constitution came into effect in
1950. Inspite of its legal abolition,
untouchability continues to be

practiced in different forms and degrees
in almost all parts of India even today.
Thus, the term 'Dalit' clearly suggests
that caste system as a social system is
still prevalent in India. Dalits are
struggling hard to reclaim their human
dignity and self- respect. The rise of
Dalit movements and Dalit literature is
an example of how Dalits have become
a new political community. Through
their writings and activities they have
been speaking truth to power.” (1)

In spite of different forms of
social and physical tortures, Dalits are
now aware of their rights to lead a
dignified life and it is the reason why
they are challenging and questioning
the hegemony of the upper caste and
power structures of the country. The
emergence of Dalit literature as part of
the Dalit freedom movement is the
robust opening of their protest against
the human rights and practice of human
rights in the country. We can
thematically refer to many texts of early
India where we find the reflections of
Dalits and their lives. But in post-
independence India, the educated
Dalits found the alternative way to raise
their voice through a new literary
movement. Dalit writers are not only
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addressing the issues of social evils and
atrocities but also protest against all
social misfortunes that they are
experiencing since last few decades.

Urmila Pawar's The Weave of My
Life (2019) is not like other Dalit
autobiographies as it does not accept the
norms of autobiography from a general
point of view. “It is a complex narrative
of a gendered individual who looks at
the world 1nitially from her location
within the caste but who also goes on to
transcend the caste identity from a
feminist perspective. It captures
effectively the transition of the Mahar
community, rooted geographically in
the agrarian and rural areas of the
Konkan region, into a people relocated
inurbanized spaces like Mumbai, with a
more 'modern' sensibility. The journey
demonstrates how the lineages of
suffering in the past branch out in
myriad different ways in the present as a
result of the logic of 'development,
modernity and progress' followed in the
past- Nehruvian era in India, taking into
account the exploitative and hegemonic
ideologies of caste, patriarchy, class and
gender.” (Pawar,Urmila. Introduction.
The Weave of My Life, by Maya Pandit,
Stree, 2019, pp. xvii)

In both the public and private
domains, dalits are forced to
experience poverty, unemployment,
caste discrimination, sexual violence
and even physical tortures by the so-
called upper caste people of the Indian
society. They were debarred to avail the
public facilities like temple, hotels,
tube wells or equal treatment in
education. In villages, they are
compelled to lead subhuman lives and
in urban places like Mumbeai, they have
to live on the banks of gutters or slums
as Urmila Pawar described in her
autobiography. The mean jobs were
allotted to them without job security.
They were even paid less for their
works. The conditions of Dalit women
are treacherous. They were exploited in
their homes and outside their homes as
well. They were exploited as the 'Dalit'
and as 'Dalit women' also. Even
children were not properly treated at
schools:

“Some Mahar children also
went to school but they had to sit
outside in the courtyard. The teachers
taught them and examined their slates,
from a distance. They would hit the
children with stones if they made any
mistakes.” (17)
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She further states that the houses
of the Marathas and the Brahmins were
at some distance from Urmila's house.
Bhandari and Kulwadi women could
drink water from their wells but
untouchable women were absolutely
forbidden to take water from their wells.
In his Foreword to Dalit Men's
Autobiographies: A Critical Appraisal
(2017), Bijender Singh comments,
“The naked truth is also that the Dalit
litterateurs, while keeping themselves
in the centre stage of their
autobiographies, projected more
prominently the social, religious and
economic conditions of their entire
Dalit community. Often Dalit
autobiographers wrote about the
conditions which they themselves had
undergone. They did not use the
flowery language like the
autobiographers belonging to upper
castes but portrayed with logic the
inhuman situations, the excesses being
perpetrated against them, coercion and
physical exploitation along with blind
faith, fallacy, prudery, rituals and
pomposity.” (15)

The autobiographer recollects
one of the incidents that was directly
linked with the caste discrimination and

abuse. She had booked a room for her
family but even after several attempts,
the room was not handed over to them.
When they demanded for the room, they
were abused: “Finally when they
realized that it was their own mistake,
they began to abuse us! 'These are low
caste people! So what else can you
expect from them? Look at their things!
A tin cot and cheap pots and pans! The
moment we saw their things, we knew
what they were! Dirty, mean,
uncivilized...!" We had to listen to all
these insults, though it was not our fault,
while people in the building enjoyed
watching the whole scene.” (224)

In her office, others were jealous
to her for her increasing name and fame
though she belonged to the Dalit
community. Actually from a feminist
landscape, her endeavour to establish
her voice prominently is a 'slap’ on the
so- called social systems of the society
and her emerging as a figure in the
public domain was not only a way to
speak to the power of the authority but
also a fruitful attempt to establish a way
to revolt against all social
discriminations that the Dalits had
experienced. She of course regretfully
writes: “One thing was however, very
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clear to me. Women's issues did not
have any place on the agenda of the
dalit movement and the women's
movement was indifferent to the issues
in the dalit movement. Even today
things have not changed! ” (260)

According to her, people of
upper caste criticized Dr. Ambedkar for
converting his religion but did never
understand his 1ideologies. “It was
difficult to believe that they did not
know how Dr. Ambedkar had coaxed
his wife into getting education. And yet
they were so critical of Dr. Ambedkar!
Because of Dr. Ambedkar's conversion,
and dalit literature's attack on
Hinduism, they had chosen to retaliate
and attack Ambedkar rather than
subject Hinduism to a critical scrutiny
and be self-reflexive.” (261)

“Dalits, she argues, are those
oppressed and humiliated by the social
system and who stand in rebellion
against it as rational- humanists. This
consciousness of being thinking
individuals, she believes, has come to
the dalit community from the Phule-
Ambedkarite movement.” (Rege 346)

The Hinduism and its varna
system are actually largely responsible
for the creation of Dalit class and their

sufferings. “And birth was in turn
conceived as being inevitably founded
upon deeds of the previous births
(Karma), upon the good or evil actions
of previous lives and upon divine
justice.” (Deivasigamani 59)

Literally, it was Dr. Ambedkar
who gave the Dalits their 'minds' to
understand and move ahead with their
voice. The basis of Indian caste system
is exploitation: exploitation in all
senses. The Dalit's life is a life of
poverty, starvation, ignorance,
injustice and these make them the
'subhuman'. Hence, Dalit literature
exists and it will play a major role in the
social movement of Dalits to destroy
the dogmatic stereotyped social
structure that dictates misfortunes to
the Dalits. “With the chaturvarnic
order, the Indian caste society
gradually came to be established in
between 500 BC AD 500 period. It is
during this period that many caste laws
and restrictions were made for the
shudras to keep them permanently
away from the so- called dwija society
and degrade them to the position of
virtual slaves without rights of
citizenship. The caste rules were
mostly made by the Brahmans with the
active support of the orthodox
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Kshatriya Kings. The dominant
characteristic of all the caste rules was
to suppress the shudras by prohibiting
them from all knowledge and status, a
process that continued for quite a long
time. Thus, the caste scheme proved to
be very effective instrument of
domination and exploitation.” (Kumar
121)

But yes, with the changing
scenario of education and technology,
Dalits are no longer the illiterate class.
Like Urmila Pawar, most Dalits are
now conscious of their human rights
and giving voice to the torments they
had experienced by the help of different
platforms being production of literature
alone is more universal in nature for
ever enduring effects on readers of
different classes. Hence Dalit literature
is not only the representation of
oppression but also the representation
of their voice to the system of power to
force them to listen and rationalize their
demands. The subjugation of Dalits is
non- human and it is not the creative
dictation but a creation of one class
people to rule over the other. Dalits, asa
result, at present, condemn this
tenacious tendency of the upper caste

people.
1 Assistant Professor, Dept. of English
Bongaigaon College, Assam-783380
Mob. 7002686447
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s wU | AIH Il © AAT T4 MG

anfeardt Tt @ TRA@ IR WaRT HeXT V&l &

Al U ¥ 98 9g—agdH JATRIAT Pl =Igcd Bl

2 | Uar 1 T_Te H ST Heayol ANTET
Tl B | 39 SUIN $ 99 9IRh AN 9T
aferar o & Saf¥ifea 81 98 o 99T &
NI T qTE<) AT & Raar 9167 gd uie 9167
ST ¢t Al & FAd Bl 8, S gRT SRR
AR AN BT ST T & 2| AT &
TR B GITSR 3109 g1l H HHTe
AT gefa PRl &1 ol A B <adr
ST P Y FIRD AN U fafi= dehrarof
gRRIfAl W Sl €, wfod Jud ol § 8iR
B4l 91 R e A1l |
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