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Ground realities related to
sexual problems and reproductive
status of PwD and PwIDD

- Sandeep Kumar (Ph.D Scholar)
- Dr. Rina Godara

INTRODUCTION

Individuals with intellectual disabi-
lities experience cognitive limitations,
challenges in conceptual, social, and
practical skills, and can be classified as
mild, moderate, severe, or profound.
Sexual and reproductive health is crucial
for disabled persons, but many
adolescents lack access to education,
particularly for those with disabilities
and intellectual disabilities. In general,
talking about sexual issues is a taboo
subject and the sexuality of individuals
with persons with intellectual disability
is a matter of both fear and denial. Many
people even do not acknowledge that all
people have sexual feelings, needs and
desires irrespective of their physical and
intellectual abilities. Many parents, who
are the primary educators for children on
sexual and reproductive issues, are afraid
or unsure of their competence to handle
these matters. Addressing sexual issues
in adolescents with intellectual
disabilities is crucial for their health and
wellbeing. Inappropriate education and
social isolation increase their risk of
committing crimes. However, with

] . [ e————— 1 2024 |
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proper training and support, they can
develop self-protection, creative sexual
expression, and healthy relationships,
facilitating their rehabilitation into
society. This qualitative study explores
sexual issues faced by PwID in
adolescence through case studies of four
intellectually disabled individuals. The
study aimed to understand puberty,
sexual desires, marriage, and reprodu-
ction issues through unstructured
personal interviews with parents/
caregivers, with transcripts prepared and
observations recorded by the researcher.
The case of these four students is
presented as follow :

Casel

Parsh, a 23-year-old mildly intellec-
tually disabled individual, was suffering
due to a birth delay, as revealed during an
interview with his father. Parsh, with a
mild intellectual disability, struggles with
speaking and exhibits signs of a learning
disability. The interview reveals that he
was sexually assaulted while sleeping
with a normal boy during a wedding
program, which Parsh disclosed to her
mother. But he could not understand what
had happened to him. Parsh, a cricket
enthusiast, shared his love for the sport
with his friends, who introduced him to
the harmful practices of masturbation. At

14-year ages, he committed sexual
molestation with a female relative and
engaged in sexual activities with
buffaloes. Parsh was reported to engage
in sexually offending activities,
including obscene calls and conver-
sations with others. Parents feel helpless
due to lack of proper educational training
for their child, hindering their under-
standing and role in their child's social
adjustment.

Case?2

The institute fully protects 17-year-
old Kallu, an intellectually disabled man
from Rajasthan with sexual issues,
frequent running away, and aggressive
behavior who appears to know about
sexual activities. He is especially shy
around female visitors from outside. It
was revealed that he was attracted to a
school teacher, and after the holidays,
when the teacher would go home, Kallu
would go to the terrace and start
masturbating after seeing her. Many
times, Kallu is seen holding other
students from behind and rubbing his
private parts in solitude.

The institution's staff, special
teachers, assistants, and parents are
avoiding Kallu due to a lack of proper
knowledge about sex education. The
special teacher engages Kallu in extra
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tasks to divert his attention and save him
from sexual problems. On inquiring
deeply, it was found that no one was
competent enough to guide him in sexual
related activities.

Case3

Suraj, a 13-year-old intellectually
disabled individual, is receiving full care
from the X Institute due to her primary-
stage severity of sexual problems. Suraj,
like Kallu, is eager for sexual activities
and often performs them while avoiding
the eyes of all institute employees. He, in
a sexually oriented manner, goes to the
rooftop of the institution with Kallu,
expressing his attraction towards the
female teacher. Suraj engages in
inappropriate behavior and sexual
activities with other disabled students,
such as inappropriate touching and
excessive love towards attractive
individuals or objects. He frequently rubs
his private parts when he feels the need to
when he gets alone.

Special teachers attempt to involve
Sooraj in extracurricular activities, but he
uses foul language and sexual symbols,
and staff struggle to control his behavior
due to limitations. After school hours, the
cleaning staff and caretakers make fun of
them when they see them in any
unnecessary sexual activity or position.

Some of the staff and caretakers are
unable to control it even if they want to.

Case4

Mahesh is a 27-year-old intellec-
tually disabled person from Rajasthan.
Along with sexual problems, he also has
unusual behaviour like asking for paan-
masala from visitors and strangers. It's
found that when he sees women, he
suddenly grabs them by the shoulders
from behind and tries to hold their hands
again and again. Especially when he
feels the need, he keeps teasing his
private parts and is also found rubbing on
the bed. Due to lack of knowledge, the
employees of the organization joke with
Mahesh about paan-masala and ask him
to dance and sing songs.

FINDINGS FROM THE STUDY

The common Sexual Activities and
Issues observed are:

1. Maintaining closer relationships
with women than men.

2. Ignoring men, answering to
women;

3. Touching the naked body parts of
women, staring them.

4. Showing aggression when not
allowing women to approach and
showing politeness when coming into
contact

5. Sexual abuse/ Masturbation/

] 02 | | T 2024 |
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Sexual offending

Parents feel helpless and uncom-
fortable guiding and resolving issues,
indicating a need for training to
effectively handle such situations. The
study revealed that parents exhibited
low sensitivity towards the reproductive
needs of disabled individuals, negle-
cting their sexual desires and
experiencing embarrassment. They
overlooked the issue and did not discuss
or seek any guidance from experts. Poor
knowledge, poor attitudes of parents,
and inaccessibility of certain hospital
environments exacerbated reproductive
health issues.

Both men and women with
intellectual disabilities are at greater
risk of sexual exploitation compared to
other normal people in the community.
This type of sexual abuse can occur
from family members, support workers,
classmates in the institution, etc. These
intellectually disabled people also face
many types of physical and emotional
traumas due to their significant
limitations in intellectual abilities,
abnormal adaptive behaviour, etc., They
are not able to adjust themselves in any
situation.

CONCLUSION

It's been observed that the parents
and care givers face lots of challenges in
dealing with the sexual and
reproductive health of intellectually

disabled adolescents. Therefore, parents
need to be empowered and trained,
especially the mothers. The teachers and
healthcare providers can give the related
knowledge and skills to parents so that
they can manage such issues and prevent
these persons from sexually being
exploited or they exploiting the others.
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ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
TO DEALING WITH
AI-ASSISTED TERRORISM

- Pragati Navanath Dhakane
Research Scholar
- Dr. Adhara Deshpande

Abstract

This paper discusses the problems posed
by terrorist using Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
their destructive activities. There is a major
concern caused by the threat of Deep fake,
misinformation issues, Chat platforms and
other such offences which are seriously
affecting people. Al is a fast-growing
technology which is capable of causing high-
level destruction if not controlled properly on
time. Terrorists using Al have to be dealt with
in specialized ways as they pose a serious
threat to the Indian security system. Al
terrorism is on the rise, and abusers are able to

hide behind the anonymity of the internet.
Therefore, a need is felt to understand the
challenges posed by Al-assisted terrorism so
that it can be dealt effectively.

KEYWORDS : Artificial intelligence
(Al), Algorithm, Modern Terrorism,
Technology.

I. Introduction-

With Al, we all are entering a new era.
The understanding of the pervasiveness of Al
is essential to guard against current and future
threats. India needs to study this in depth and
see how Al-related work will be done within
the framework of law in the public interest
first. And the discussion of this danger is also
going on in the world. According to neural net
pioneer Geoffrey Hinton, Al refers to machine
learning and neural networks used for basic
tasks; it would be good for the world and
everyone if it remained in a non-lethal manner
and under legal control.

Alan Turing one of the fathers of artificial
intelligence, saved millions of lives by
deciphering German code messages from
Bletchley Park during World War II. The first
Al Safety Summit was held in Bletchley Park,
North London which was attended by the
leaders of the 28 countries and the heads of the
leading entrepreneurs in the field on 1st to 2nd,
November, 2023, at the initiative of Hon'ble
British Prime Minister.' India also participated
in this. On 12th December, 2023 in New Delhi,
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India inaugurated
Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence
Summit. He stated that India will work to
protect and provide direction to the entire
humanity. India will chair it the year 2025 and
draft policies on AL"’

I1. Meaning and origin of terms-

(i) Artificial Intelligence- According to
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the Oxford Dictionary’ the capacity of
computers or machines to exhibit or simulate
intelligent behaviors; the field of study
concerned with this.

(ii) AGI- Artificial general intelligence
(AGI) is a branch of theoretical Al research
working to develop Al with a human level of
cognitive function, including the ability to self-
teach. However, not all Al researchers believe
that it is even possible to develop an AGI
system, and the field is divided on what factors
constitute and can accurately measure
intelligence.’

Al is similar to the one mentioned in the
National Strategy for AI, 2018," a constellation
of technologies that enable machines to act
with higher levels of intelligence and emulate
the human capabilities of sense, comprehend
and act. Computer vision and audio processing
can actively perceive the world around them by
acquiring and processing images, sound and
speech. But the definition is not fixed all over
the world.

II1. Al and India-

Many Indian experts in Al came together
and opened the National Portal on 28th May,
2020 with the initiative of the Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY), National e-
Governance Division (NeGD) and National
Association of Software and Service
Companies (NASSCOM).

Any rising nation, such as India, must
consider the potential harm and devastation
that technology could bring about at the hands
of'terrorists when designing a counterterrorism
program in the age of artificial intelligence. We
must be ready for everything the terrorists may
throw at us and have a plan in place right away
for a successful counterattack. To counteract

terrorism, swift, decisive, and stringent
measures must be taken at that very moment.
To stop terrorists from using Al technology
improperly and bringing harm to the Indian
people, we must erect a protective wall
through proper laws and effective
administrative offices.

IV. Significant issues and concerned
threats-

(1) The safety of Indian people has been
challenged continuously.

(i1) The pressure of misuse of
computational powers especially in economic
systems.

(ii1) The risk of unlocked Al potentials is
puzzling.

(iv) The revolutionary damages are
growing to progressing to several fields

(v) The security threats are increasing.

V. Al-Assisted terrorism-

Terrorists use contemporary methods all
over the world to sway people and increase the
threat level of their actions. The goal of
terrorists using Al is to become more potent
and destructive. The use of Al and
contemporary methods in terrorism increases
terrorists' destructiveness and delivers
accuracy. Terrorists nowadays are very
interested in non-visual threats and
cybercrimes. Terrorists regularly commit a
variety of crimes in modern times, such as
obtaining fraudulent money through the
misuse of tactics, developing tools for
artificial intelligence attacks and technology,
spreading ideologies to influence innocent
people, enhancing terrorists' strategies for
bettering their ability to hire Al specialists,
analyzing massive amounts of data, and
accomplishing other goals. Al algorithms
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must be understood in order to gather massive
amounts of data in order to gain crucial
insights into terrorists' operations.

The Indian government is preparing to
combat the modern terrorism. So it is time to
make stringent laws to combat terrorism as:

a. To pass the bills which affect of
declaration of laws.

b. To get faster or speedier justice through
courts with trained judges in the use of
technology.

c. To keep simple and handholding legal
communication process

d. To analysis strategic decision-making
properly

VI. Challenges-

1. Al-based offences like deep fake, Chat
platforms, and Unmanned Aerial systems
(drones) are playing conspire and cyber
attacks in India.

2. More destruction and more terrorist
activities are possible from the accurate and
speedy use of Al

3. Videos, Audios, photos and high-
potential devices are make easy optimization
of methods and operations of terrorists.

4. The new threats from modern terrorism
are their emerging advanced technology with
more youth being roped in.

5. The online communication platforms
like Rokect.chat have been misused by Islamic
States (IS) and Al-Qaeda in 2018. It proved
that terrorists can be used Al algorithms
wrongly.

6. With the help of Al-assisted drones,
terrorists can neutralize the problem of the use
of weaponization.

VII. Conclusion-

The Indian government should focus on

new policies, and regulations to combat
terrorism. The meaning of Al is vast and
changing as per advanced technology.
Matching to modern Al technology is the most
challenging issue today. Moreover, if terrorists
decide to attack with the help of Al in
weaponry, the legal framework should be
created in India as soon as possible so that
modern technology does not become a curse.

Otherwise, it will be difficult to control the
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