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The School Climate: A Neglected Aspect of
Teaching - Learning in Government's Schools

Abstract:

School climate is a comprehensive
concept that encompasses the availa-
bility, accessibility, acceptability and
adaptability of school education facili-
ties. In India, it is characterized with a
continuing inadequate teaching staff,
deteriorating standards and quality, poor
physical facilities and public apathy. A
systematic and sustained transformation
in the school climate can improve the
teaching --learning process and
confidence of guardians in schools out
comes. Government schools should be
given support and guidance to make
school climate more inviting and realistic
in teaching- learning. Enrichment of
quality and diversity in school should be
the objectives of school climate. Good
school climate produces early impre-
ssion in the absorbent mind of student
that motivates to stay in school. Bad
school climate triggers fear and anxiety
in learners and their parents and
contribute to the dehumanization of
learners. Present study points out the
basic dimension of school climate and its
effect on learners' academic outcomes

- Tasneem Ahmad
(Research scholar)

and overall personality development.

Key words : School Climate, Tea-
ching- Learning, Government School

Introduction :

Indian school education system has
quality problem. Quality in schooling is
not growing sustainably due to many
reasons. The school climate is one among
them. School education is characterized
with continuing crisis with inadequate
staffing; poor physical facilities and
insufficient equipments. The conse-
quence of this apathy adversely affects
the quality, quantum, and equity in
school education. In India, school
education has been treated as a 'public
good' and "public good is to be
considered as a 'common good. The loss
of public goods nature of school
education is due to loss of quality of
school climate. However, these pertinent
questions have remained unanswered
and ignored in regard to improve quality
of school climate. Collectively; our civil
society has a dim view on 'school climate'
in government schools. Inappropriate
school climate renders a disservice to

teacher, employers, children, parents and




community.
School Climate :
School climate has gained the status

of global construct. School Climate
consists of the physical and psycho-
logical aspects of the school. These
aspects are sensitive to change and are
preconditions for teaching-learning
process. Loosely school climate, consists
the information of school environment,
learning environment, feelings of
community and academic and social
The climate would be the
average characteristic of school concer-

climate.

ned individuals, such as teacher's morale,
staff stability, and students' family
background. In the words of Ehman
(1980), "school climate is the atmos-
phere or ambience of an organization as
perceived by its members". Multicultural
aspect of school is also the indispensable
component of school climate. Hoy and
Sabo (1998) said that the organizational
climate emerges from the joint intera-
ctions of students, teachers, and adminis-
trators. School climate can be seen as
school environment related to attitudinal
dimension and trust - system of the
school that effects children's cognitive,
social and Psychological development. It
is a social system of shared norm,

expectation, and perception of the

personality of the school. It is multi-
dimensional construct that is rooted in
various aspect of organization like
mission and vision of school, work
relations, ways of communication..
Necessity of School Climate :
Inequality in term of school climate
is matter of concern. School is a place for
holistic child development. Good school
climate produces early impression in the
absorbent minds of student that
motivates him to stay in school. Teacher,
through instructional strategies, evolve a
classroom environment which keeps
learners engaged in productive learning
activities. School climate also include, a
well-managed classroom, minimum
distraction, space for movement, easy
interaction with student. High quality
teacher-student relationship help student
to satisfy his need of social acceptance.
Classroom climate is the psychological
environment that facilitates safe feeling,
give priority to learning, and ready to
make mistake for maximum cognitive
development. Such environments
minimize discipline problems, academic
failure and dropping out. This sense
makes feel that learners have common
goals, mutual respect and supportive to
each other and also trust that every
student play contributing role to
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classroom learning.

How Is School Climate Distorted?

School climate has no substitute in
educational parlance. Itis joint venture of
all participants of school system. NEP-
2020 endorsed this spirit in the words
“Each stakeholder and participant of the
education system will be accountable to
perform their role with the highest level
of integrity, For full commitment, and
exemplary work ethic" (Para, 8.6, p.31).
When formalities of teaching dominate
the classroom ambience, there are
chances that classroom may be distorted.
In such situation, Academic, social, and
cultural interaction between teacher and
students remain secondary activity.
Student's activity is minimal and docility
is the criteria of behavior. maintaining
democratic school climate, there must be
genuine co-operation in all stakeholders
of school. Cooperation of school staff
depends upon free discussion. Discu-
ssions achieve better communication of
idea, relation and feeling between
people. If child's feeling of significance
does not grow, he could not feel
responsible to learning. This condition
turns students to misbehaviors of
hyperactivity, impulsiveness, and inatte-

ntiveness in school activities.
How ItIs Secured :

School climate is a critical compo-

nent of school. There is little discussion
to ameliorate the school climate in our
society. Absence of discussion, on the
school climate has revealed societal
lukewarm attitude towards school
education. Interaction and mutual
relation among different stakeholder is
the main aspect of it. The conscious
community, responsible guardian, and
dedicated school administration could
play constructive role in achieving
appropriate school climate. NGOs and
social workers involved in educational
field may also provide counseling and
guidance in implementing the educa-
tional guidelines. School teacher is the
axis of every activity of the school. His
every movement, idea and action is the
component of school climate. Freire
indicate about the role of teacher in
school in the words " the teacher is no
longer merely the one-who- teaches, but
one who is himself taught in dialogue
with the students, who in turn while
being taught also teach" (p,53).

Who Creates It?

School climate is multidimensional
entity. It can't be achieved single handed.
All stakeholders of school contribute for
its establishment. The main responsi-
bility of evolving school climate rests on
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the shoulder of faculty members. Teacher
1s axis of all students' related activities
and engagements in school and out of
school. Joint efforts of school faculty,
professional at community agencies,
students' parents and caregivers could
play crucial role in school climate.
Teacher knows and understands the
emotional, social, cultural, religious and
economic condition of the individual
students of classroom. The mutual
understanding and respect between
teacher and student facilitate the
atmosphere for free discussion on
personal and academic matters.
Principal's guidance, working style and
respect from teacher and students play
constructive role in evolving the
conducive school climate. It is an idea
that could be perceived by students and
parents, when school becomes safe
encouraging, challenging and empowe-
ring to students.
Conclusion :

For marginalized families, quality
education is the only hope to nurture the
bright future. The educational inequity
due to school climate has deprived the
most vulnerable from the quality
education. Bad school climate disrupts
all levels of learning and widens socio-
economic disparities. School climate has
the worst impact on children who were

already at an economic and cultural

disadvantage. Showing lukewarm
attitude to rejuvenate it, is the symptom
of a deeper malady in Indian's school
education system. It is not a matter of
choice but a socio-moral obligation of a
responsible society. One of the most
rational argument for investment in the
school climate is to achieve overall
economic gains and an equitable society.
For positive development of students,
school climate should be established and
maintained by all stakeholders of school.
Inappropriate school climate inverts
educational objectives, perverts teacher-
student relationship and subvert the aims
of'school education system.

- Tasneem Ahmad (Research scholar)
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