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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar and
Linguistic Equality in India

- Dr. Kishorkumar G. Gaikawad
Asst. Professor

Abstract :

This paper is an attempt to throw
light on Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's
contribution for linguistic equality in
India. Linguistic equality is an important
concept that refers to the idea that all
individuals should have equal access to
and opportunities for using language.
This includes the right to use one's own
language and to have access to education
and other resources in one's own
language. As an architect of the Indian
Constitution, Ambedkar advocated for
the recognition and protection of
linguistic diversity, ensuring that

multiple languages were given official
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status. He emphasized the importance of
mother tongue education and pushed for
policies that would enable marginalized
communities to access education and
government services in their native
languages. Ambedkar's efforts extended
beyond mere recognition of languages;
he sought to create a framework that
would promote linguistic equality in
practice, addressing the power imba-
lances that often exist between dominant
and minority languages. His vision of
linguistic equality was intrinsically
linked to his broader mission of social
emancipation, as he understood that
language rights were essential for the full
participation of all citizens in India's
democratic process.
Key Words
Social Justice, Minority Languages, and

Linguistic Rights,

National Integration etc.

Introduction :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a
visionary leader who fought for the rights
of the marginalized and disadvantaged
sections of Indian society. One of his key
contributions was his advocacy for
linguistic equality, which recognized the
importance of language in the develop-
ment of a just and equitable society.
Ambedkar believed that language was an
essential tool for communication,

education, and social mobility, and he

worked tirelessly to promote the use of
regional languages in education and
government. He recognized that
language was a fundamental aspect of
cultural identity and that the imposition
of a single language or culture on a
diverse population could lead to social
unrest and inequality. Through his
efforts, Ambedkar helped to create a
more inclusive and diverse society in
India, where people from different
linguistic and cultural backgrounds
could thrive and contribute to the nation's
development.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar advocated
for linguistic diversity while emphasi-
zing the need for a common language to
facilitate communication across the
nation. He proposed a balanced approach
that respected regional languages while
promoting Hindi and English as link
languages. Ambedkar's efforts led to the
inclusion of provisions in the Consti-
tution that safeguarded linguistic rights
and prevented discrimination based on
language. He championed the cause of
marginalized communities by advo-
cating for their languages and dialects to
be recognized and preserved. Ambed-
kar's vision of linguistic equality

extended beyond mere recognition; he




saw language as a tool for social

empowerment and educational advance-
ment. His contributions continue to
influence India's language policies and
serve as a foundation for promoting
linguistic harmony in a diverse nation.
Understanding that language is
essential for social and political
empowerment, Dr. Ambedkar played a
vital role in promoting linguistic equality
in India. He believed that ensuring equal
rights and recognition for different
languages would help marginalized
communities gain a voice and participate
more fully in society. His advocacy for
linguistic diversity laid the groundwork
for policies that aimed to protect minority
languages while fostering a sense of
national unity. Dr. Ambedkar advocated
for the creation of linguistic states, which
means organizing Indian states according
to the languages spoken by their
populations. He believed that this
approach would improve governance by
allowing local governments to better
understand and address the needs of their
communities, while also helping to
preserve the unique cultures and
languages of different groups. By
promoting linguistic states, Ambedkar
aimed to create a more inclusive and

representative political structure in India

that respected its diverse linguistic
heritage.

In his vision for a unified India,
Ambedkar advocated for a balanced
approach to language policy. He
understood the delicate balance required
to acknowledge and preserve India's rich
linguistic diversity while simultaneously
promoting a sense of national cohesion.
This nuanced stance reflected his
awareness of the potential for language
to both unite and divide a nation as
diverse as India. Ambedkar supported
the idea of linguistic states, recognizing
that linguistic identity was a significant
factor in regional cultural expression and
political organization. However, he was
acutely aware of the dangers of extreme
linguistic chauvinism. He cautioned
against allowing regional linguistic pride
to overshadow the broader national
interest, fearing that it could lead to
fragmentation and hinder the process of
nation-building. In his search for a
solution to India's linguistic conundrum,
Ambedkar proposed an innovative and
somewhat controversial idea. He
suggested Sanskrit as a potential national
language, believing it could serve as a
neutral choice that wouldn't favor any
particular region or linguistic group. This
proposal stemmed from his belief that
Sanskrit, as the classical language of
India, held a unique position in the
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country's cultural heritage and could
potentially bridge the linguistic divides
among different regions. Ambedkar's
concern for linguistic equality extended
beyond the question of a national
language. He was a staunch champion of
the rights of minority language speakers,
recognizing that linguistic minorities
often faced discrimination and margina-
lization. He stressed the importance of
mother tongue education, understanding
that learning in one's native language was
crucial for cognitive development and
cultural preservation.

The impact of Ambedkar's views on
linguistic equality is evident in the
constitutional provisions he helped craft.
The Indian Constitution, under his
guidance, recognized multiple official
languages, reflecting the country's
linguistic diversity. It also included
safeguards to protect linguistic
minorities, ensuring their right to
preserve and promote their languages
and cultures. Furthermore, Ambedkar's
influence can be seen in the Three
Language Formula adopted in India's
education policy. This formula aims to
promote multilingualism and ensure that
students learn their regional language,
Hindi (or another modern Indian
language in Hindi-speaking areas), and
English. This approach reflects
Ambedkar's vision of a linguistically

diverse yet unified India. Ambedkar's
contributions to linguistic equality went
beyond mere policy formulations. He
understood that language was
intrinsically linked to social justice and
equality. By advocating for linguistic
rights, he was also fighting against the
social hierarchies and inequalities that
were often reinforced through language
policies.

Conclusion :

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's views on
linguistic equality were characterized by
a remarkable balance between unity and
diversity. His advocacy for a common
national language was tempered by his
respect for India's linguistic plurality. By
championing the rights of linguistic
minorities and emphasizing the
importance of mother tongue education,
Ambedkar laid the foundation for a more
inclusive and diverse linguistic
framework for India. His legacy
continues to influence India's language
policies and debates, serving as a
reminder of the ongoing challenge of
maintaining linguistic diversity while
fostering national unity.

- Dr. Kishorkumar G. Gaikawad

Asst. Professor,

Dept. of English Dadapatil Rajale Arts and
Science College, Adinathnagar.

Tal: Pathardi, Dist : Ahmednagar. Maharashtra.
Mobile No.- 9850387711
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"Caste and Identity Politics :
Challenges and Opportunities
for Social Justice in the
Preview of the Supreme Court
of India as Good Governance"

First Author:* Mr. Parminder
Second Author: ** Dr. Manjit Singh

Abstract

This article probes the role of
positive discrimination in the emerging
discourse and practice of good
governance in the developmental
liberalization of the Indian economy,
through a critical examination of its
interface with the liberalization of
politics. The term "affirmative action" is

known in the United States, and

reservations in India, as referring to

specific measures such as quotas which
are designed to redress the effects of past
discrimination against a particular group.

1.INTRODUCTION

The demographic category of caste
holds significance to the people of India
in contrast to other minorities and
disadvantaged groups. Its continuing
influence in Indian politics makes it a
salient issue for governance as well as for
the consolidation of a modern democratic
state. This hierarchical social order is in
turn buttressed by an ideology of purity
and pollution, which is closely linked to
the concept of caste. Scheduled castes
(SCs) and scheduled tribes (STs) who are
designated as being at the bottom of this
social hierarchy, have historically been
subject to various disabilities arising
from the traditional notion of caste.

1. HISTORICALBACKGROUND

The caste system in India is an
important dimension of inequality in the
country. Beginning around 1000 BC, the
caste system has been a means of creating
and maintaining a social hierarchy in the
Indian subcontinent. The caste system
divides Hindus into four main categories

- Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and
the Shudras. The Bhagavad Gita labels
these people based on their inherent




abilities and attributes and assigns them

to specific forms of work. The Dalits rank
below all four groups and were
considered to have no varna; they were
regarded as 'achoot' or 'untouchables'.
The Shudras and the Dalits were
segregated from the rest of the people by
being denied

2. CHALLENGES IN
AND IDENTITY POLITICS

Hindu society has been plagued by

CASTE

the varna and jaati system for centuries, a
system that never had so deep a hold over
the subjugated as when they were
theoretically free. Though caste-based
discrimination was constitutionally
abolished by the Indian government in
1950, its ramifications and visages still
linger today. Affirmative action policies
were implemented to provide historically
disadvantaged groups with a better
opportunity, oftentimes requiring higher
caste employment and educational
quotas.

India is a country of unity in diversity
with wide ranges of cultures and
traditions. Deep-rooted system of caste-
based hierarchy has caused the lower
caste people to suffer from various social
and political injustices and finally,
casteism has made a permanent seat in
village or local level politics or even at

the national level.

3. ROLE OF THE SUPREME
COURT IN GOOD GOVERNANCE

Judicial activism 1s a widely

recognized and influential concept in
which the judiciary, by actively engaging
In various actions and interventions,
meticulously shapes and profoundly
influences the functioning of the
government. Through its firm determi-
nation and unyielding dedication, the
judiciary not only safeguards and
preserves the system but also actively
participates in the continuous enhance-
ment and betterment of society at large.
Furthermore, the noble responsibility
bestowed upon the judiciary encomp-
asses serving the wider community,
especially those individuals who find
themselves burdened with economic
disadvantages and hardships. In its
fundamental role as a powerful guardian
and arbiter of justice, the judiciary
ensures that any systemic changes.

4. JUDICIAL ACTIVISM FOR
SOCIALJUSTICE

During the early years of its
inception, the Indian Supreme Court
gave several landmark decisions
highlighting the significance of social
justice in a democracy, using various
constitutional provisions for interpre-

tation to enable the state to take action to




achieve the goals of equality and justice.
The Kesavananda Bharathi v State of
Kerala (1973) was a classic example of
the said proposition, where the court held
that the state is required to take positive
steps to ensure social and economic
justice, though refrained from interfering
with the power of Parliament to amend
the Constitution. Subsequently, in Indra
Sawhney v Union of India (popularly
called the Mandal case), the court upheld
the centre's decision to provide 27%
reservation for OBCs, but directed that
the creamy layer among them should be
excluded from this list, said reservation
not be extended to super specialty
courses, and the total quantum of
reservations should not exceed 50%. The
court also reiterated that reservation
should only be a temporary measure to
bring the backward classes to the
forefront of society and it should not be

used indefinitely.

S.ENSURING ACCOUNTA-
BILITY AND TRANSPARENCY IN
GOVERNANCE

In the Vineet Narain v. Union of
India case, the Supreme Court had issued
directions for the setting up of a high-
powered committee called the 'LokPal' to
inquire into allegations of corruption
against public functionaries, political
and bureaucratic, and to prosecute these

functionaries where necessary.
Unfortunately, the government has not
yet implemented this order. It is
necessary for the judiciary to ensure that
the executive complies with the rule of
law by fastening various schemes and
programs with specific deadlines,
monitoring and fixing accountability of
the officials, and ensuring that the
responsibilities are fixed for the
transgressions of law.

CONCLUSION

Our analysis here has been located
within a general framework that relates
social justice and governance through the
concept of citizenship. This framework
has evolved in the context of a particular
view of the modern state. This modernist
view portrays the state as an institution
above society and national citizenship as
the primary form of mass political
identity within a 'bounded' territory. We
have argued that this model provides a
useful normative context for exploring
the dilemmas of identity politics for
social justice. We have suggested that it is
possible to distinguish between
'degenerate' forms of identity politics
which undermine the prospects for social
justice and 'progressive' forms which
extend these prospects.
- Dr. Manijit Singh
Assistant Professor
of Law at Dept. of Law

Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar

- Mr. Parminder
Research Scholar

of Law at Dept. of Law
Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar
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A literature review on the
Impact of Surya Namaskar
on Athlete's Health :
Physical, Physiological and
Psychological perspectives"

- Dr. Himani Malhotra

Abstract : Surya Namaskar is an
ancient yoga practice consists of a series
of 12 postures performed in sequence,
combining movement, breath control,
mindfulness. It is becoming popular for
its health advantages, particularly in
relation to sports and fitness. The aim of
the present study is to inquire that how
Surya Namaskar impacts athletes'
physical, physiological and psycho-
logical health. The improvement areas
covered in this review include flexibility,
muscle strength, cardiovascular fitness,
respiratory function, mental health and
exercise recovery. The findings demon-
strate considerable positive effects in all
of these aspects, which means Surya
Namaskar is a good and useful
complementary exercise among athletes
in the context of enhancing sports
performance, accelerating recovery and
avoiding injuries. This literature review
illuminates the potential of Surya
Namaskar in enhancing holistic health of

athletes and proves that the practice is an
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effective supplement of sports training
programs and recovery programs.

Keywords Surya Namaskar,
Physical, Physiological, and Psycho-
logical Health

Introduction : Surya Namaskar or
Sun Salutation is a classical yoga practice
comprising of 12 interrelated poses. Itisa
combination of mindfulness, breath
control and physical movement and
hence a full body workout for overall
wellbeing. It is increasingly gaining
popularity based on its health benefits
particularly when it comes to sports and
fitness. The aim of this literature study is
to investigate the impact of Surya
Namaskar on athletes, with an emphasis
on their physical, physiological, and
psychological health.

Objectives :

1. To examine the physical benefits
of Surya Namaskar on athlete's health.

2. To study the physiological impacts
of Surya Namaskar on athlete.

3. To evaluate the psychological
effects of Surya Namaskar on athlete.

4. Evaluation of the effect of Surya
namaskar as a sports injury rehabilitation
method.

Methodology : Using the databased
such as: PubMed, Scopus and Google

Scholar, the entire literature review was

done. The keywords were used to locate

the right studies like: 'Surya namaskar,
Sun Salutation, Yoga for athletes,
Physiological and psychological benefits
of Surya namaskar' and also limited the
search of articles specifically which are
published in English in the last 20 years.
General yoga practices were eliminated
from the inclusion criteria, which were
only applied to researches focusing the
impact of Surya Namaskar on athlete's
health. Observational research and
randomized controlled trials were also
included. After excluding study reports
lacking abstracts, 95 papers were found,
following the screening titles and
abstracts for relevance to Surya
namaskar, 45 articles were found for
further review. The selected studies were
categorized into physical, physiological,
psychological health benefits where
important findings were summarized and
a few common themes brought out.

Results :

1) Physical Health Benefits of
Surya Namaskar :

Surya Namaskar is well known for
enhancing the flexibility and it is
significant aspect of sports performance
and injury prevention. The series of
poses stretch the hamstring, shoulders,




hips and spine among others muscle

groups. Bhutkar et al. showed that, in 12
weeks of practicing Surya Namaskar, the
flexibility increased significantly in
college athletes in the hip and lumbar
areas (Bhutkar et al., 2008). These
flexibility improvements assist an athlete
to excel in sports where a broad spectrum
of movement is needed as is the case with
Gymnastics and Martial arts.

Surya Namaskar's different poses
engage multiple muscle groups which
promote muscle strength and endurance.
For example- the arms, back, and core are
engaged in Bhujangasana (cobra pose).
According to study, after 8 weeks of
practicing Surya Namaskar, muscle
strength and endurance improved in
Surya Namaskar practitioners in a much
greater manner compared to athletes who
followed conventional stretching
exercises. This is beneficial in Cycling
and Rowing because of such
improvements in muscle performance.
Several poses in Surya Namaskar also
enhances balance and coordination. A
study by Cowen and Adams (2005) had
established that practicing Surya
Namaskar regularly, helped in balance of
athletes and which increased their

neuromuscular coordination (Cowen and
Adams, 2005). Hence, in the case of

players competing in sports such as
Basketball, Tennis and Soccer, improved
balance is crucial.

2) Physiological Effect of Surya
Namaskar:

Surya Namaskar also offers aerobic
benefits, when performed dynamically
because it increases the heart rate and
also it has a beneficial effect on cardio-
vascular health by positively improving
the heart rate variability. It was found out
that; cardiorespiratory endurance of
young athletes had increased substan-
tially after 6 weeks of daily exercise. This
enhancement assisted the athletes to be
better in endurance sport such as
Swimming and Running.

The workout is also useful to keep
the metabolism in check by activating
endocrine glands: thyroid and the adrenal
glands. Harinath et al. (2004) suggest that
Surya Namaskar performed daily
enhanced hormonal balance that is
critical to recovery and performance
particularly in Bodybuilding and
Weightlifting where metabolic efficiency
isnecessary (Harinath etal., 2004).

Surya Namaskar breathing patterns
and postures enhance the lung capacity
and efficiency of the breath, which is
useful in the athletes who engaged in
oxygen-demanding activities: Swim-




ming and Long-distance running.
Researchers found out that athletes that
included Surya Namaskar in their

training compared to non-practitioners,
had improved respiratory endurance and
greater vital capacity.

3) Psychological Impacts of Surya
Namaskar :

Training and competition are the
cause of many psychological stresses
among athletes. Through the activation
of para-sympathetic nervous system,
Surya Namaskar minimises the stress
level by combining the mindfulness &
breathing exercises. As per few studies,
those athletes who performed Surya
Namaskar for 8 weeks had minimum
anxiety and stress level, that is important
in maintaining mental focus during
Archery and Shooting games.

Surya Namaskar practice
improves cognitive functions : such as :
memory, concentration, and decision
making. Nivethitha et al. indicate that the
participants who were practising Surya
Namaskar had better cognitive perfor-
mance (Nivethitha et al., 2016). This is
especially beneficial for strategy-based
sports like: Chess, Golfetc.

Surya Namaskar releases of mood-
enhancing neurotransmitters and

endorphins. According to a study that

was conducted among collegiate
athletes, individuals who performed
Surya Namaskar also improved the
moods and were more enthusiastic about
the practice and competition.

4) Surya Namaskar as Tool for
Rehabilitation :

By enhancing the flexibility and
balanced muscle development, Surya
namaskar minimises the risk of sports
injuries in athletes. It is also a recovery
rehabilitation tool to recover the athletes.
According to the research, athletes who
had their musculoskeletal injuries
rehabilitated and performed Surya
Namaskar bounced back to their mobility
sooner in comparison to those who did
not.

Conclusion : Surya Namaskar is
demonstrated to possess the numerous
positive effects in the case of athletes,
such as : physical fitness, physiological
and psychological wellness. It is a good
complimentary exercise towards
enhancement of sports performance,
acceleration of recovery, and injury
prevention. The requirement for long-
term research and the variation in the
study methodologies, however,
emphasize the need of more research to
create the uniform standards to integrate




Surya Namaskar in sports training

programs. The present literature review
demonstrates the potential of Surya
Namaskar in promoting the holistic
health of athletes and proves its
usefulness to be included in sports

training and recovery programs.

- Dr. Himani Malhotra

Assistant Professor

Department of Physical Education,
University of Delhi, India,
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Reconstructing Historical Narratives through Biopics :
A Study on the Film Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar

Abstract

Films are a powerful medium of
storytelling that combine visual,
auditory, and narrative elements to
entertain, inform, and evoke emotions.
Since their inception, films have evolved
into various genres, including action,
drama, comedy, horror and fantasy,
among others. One significant genre
within cinema is the biographical films
or biopics which adapt biographies into
films. It focuses on portraying real

- Fathima Sullami T.A
Assistant Professor

events, figures, or periods from the past
and hold a unique place in the cinematic
world, bridging the gap between
historical documentation and artistic
interpretation. These films offer a
medium through which historical
narratives can be revisited, reinterpreted,
and reconstructed for contemporary
audiences and provide them with visual
and emotional insights into the lives of

significant figures, often shaping public




perception and collective memory. Many

biopics contributed in that way and one
such impactful biopic is Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar (2000), which delves into the
life and legacy of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a
pivotal figure in Indian history known for
his relentless fight against caste
discrimination and his role in drafting the
Indian Constitution. Hence this paper
explores how the biopic Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar reconstructs historical
narratives, balancing between historical
accuracy and artistic interpretation, and
how it makes an impact on public
perception.

Key words : Biopic, adaptation,
recreation, historical accuracy, artistic
interpretation.

The delayed recognition of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in Indian films, and mediais a
reflection of the deeply entrenched caste
biases and political dynamics within
Indian society. For decades, mainstream
narratives often marginalized or omitted
Ambedkar's contributions, focusing
instead on other figures of the indepen-
dence movement. This erasure can be
attributed to the discomfort felt by many
towards Ambedkar's radical views on
caste reform and his critique of Hindu
orthodoxy. Educational institutions,
influenced by prevailing social and

political sentiments, rarely highlighted
his pivotal role in drafting the Indian
Constitution and his relentless fight for
social justice. However, Ambedkar's
enduring legacy and the resilience of his
ideas could not be suppressed indefi-
nitely. Over time, his significance gained
global acknowledgment, driven by the
scholarly works of academics, the
activism of Dalit movements, and the
eventual inclusion of his life and work in
various media including films. Indian
cinema has gradually embraced the
monumental legacy of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar through a series of biogra-
phical films and documentaries that shed
light on his life and contributions.
Notable among these is the biopic Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar (2000) directed by
Jabbar Patel, produced by National Film
Development Corporation and the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowe-
rment was made in nine languages,
including Hindi and English. The movie
won the National Film Awards for best
feature film in English, and Best Actor
for Mammooty's performance as
Ambedkar.

Balancing Historical Accuracy
and Artistic License. Biopics occupy a
unique space in the cinematic world,

blending historical facts with artistic




storytelling. They provide audiences

with accessible interpretations of
historical figures' lives, often
highlighting key events and personal
struggles. It serves as powerful medium
through which historical narratives are
constructed and disseminated. Often,
they blur the boundary between
documentary and fiction, to portray the
life and times of real people, focusing on
key events and personal struggles.
Unlike documentaries, which strive for
factual accuracy and objectivity, biopics
employ creative storytelling techniques
to engage viewers in a touching way.
Adaptations can range from faithfully
reproducing the original work to taking
considerable creative liberties in
reinterpreting the content. Regardless of
the approach, all adaptations are
essentially re-creations or remakes,
where the source text is transformed into
a target text, or they may serve as a 're-
interpretation' of the original. The debate
over the primacy of the source text,
particularly in terms of faithful
reproduction, has been a longstanding
issue in adaptation studies. "Retellings of
history can never be pure, literal or
absolute". (Inglis, popular music history
on screen: the pop/rock biopic,2007).
This artistic license allows filmmakers to

highlight specific aspects of a person's
life, making their story accessible and
relatable to a broad audience. "Like a
history book, a historical film, despite
Hollywood's desire for "realism", is not a
window onto the past but a construction
of a past; like a history book, a film
handles evidence from the past within a
certain framework of possibilities and
tradition of practice. For neither the
writer of history nor the director of a film
is historical literalism a possibility"
(Rosenstone R. 1995).

In Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar (2000),
the filmmakers likely faced the challenge
of balancing the demands of historical
accuracy with the need to create a
compelling narrative for the audience.
Yet the biopic meticulously portrays
significant events from Ambedkar's life,
such as his efforts to eradicate
untouchability, his role in the Indian
independence movement, and his
contribution to drafting the Indian
Constitution. These events are depicted
with a high degree of fidelity, ensuring
that viewers gain an understanding of
Ambedkar's monumental contributions
to Indian society. As Ambedkar gradually
ascends to leadership, the film

compellingly depicts his motivations
behind the 1927 protest at Mahad, the




burning of the Manusmriti later that year,
and the 1930 agitation at the Kalaram
temple. However, the film also takes

artistic liberties to enhance its narrative
appeal. For instance, certain dialogues
and scenes are dramatized to emphasize
Ambedkar's emotional and intellectual
struggles. These creative elements serve
to humanize Ambedkar, presenting him
not just as a historical icon but as a
relatable and inspiring figure. This
balance between accuracy and artistic
interpretation is crucial for engaging
audiences while preserving the essence
ofhistorical events.

To fully appreciate the reconst-
ruction of historical narratives in films, it
i1s essential to apply an intersectional
lens. Intersectionality; a concept
popularized by Kimberlé Crenshaw,
examines how various social identities,
such as race, gender, and class, intersect
to create unique modes of discrimination
and privilege. The film touches upon the
intersectionality of caste and class,
particularly in scenes that highlight
Ambedkar's educational journey and his
interactions with the British colonial
administration. These scenes illustrate
the layered nature of oppression and the
multifaceted strategies Ambedkar

employed to navigate and challenge

these structures. Also, there are

significant female figures in Ambedkar's
life,
Ambedkar, whose character provides

such as his wife Ramabai

insight into the personal sacrifices and
emotional support that underpinned
Ambedkar's public life. While the
primary focus remains on Ambedkar's
fight against caste discrimination, the
portrayal of women in the film sheds
light on the gender norms of the time.

Ramabai's character, for example, is
depicted as a resilient and supportive
partner, highlighting the often-
overlooked contributions of women in
historical movements. However, the film
could be critiqued for not fully exploring
the intersection of caste and gender
oppression, an area where further depth
could have provided a more nuanced
narrative.

Success of a film lies in its effective
use of cinematic techniques and
narrative structure as it employs
powerful visuals, symbolic imagery, and
evocative music to create an immersive
experience. The use of flashbacks and
chronological storytelling helps to
contextualize Ambedkar's actions and
decisions, thereby providing a coherent
narrative flow. The biopic also makes
strategic use of dialogues and
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monologues to convey Ambedkar's

thoughts and philosophies. These
narrative devices allow the audience to
engage with Ambedkar's intellectual
journey, making complex ideas
accessible and compelling. Through
these techniques, the film not only
informs but also inspires viewers to
reflect on the ongoing relevance of his
ideals.

Biographical Film adaptations often
face criticism regarding their fidelity to
the source text or the accurate portrayal
of the biographical subjects. However,
absolute faithfulness i1s not feasible, as
adaptation is not simply replication but
rather a creative reimagining. These
works should be recognized as new
artistic creations. By translating
Ambedkar's life story to the big screen,
the film has reached a broad audience,
many of whom may have previously been
unfamiliar with his contributions and has
helped to imprint Ambedkar's place in the
collective memory of Indian society,
fostering a deeper appreciation for his
role in shaping modern India. Moreover,
the biopic has sparked discussions on
social justice and equality, highlighting
the enduring relevance of Ambedkar's
ideals. It serves as a reminder of the

ongoing struggles against caste

discrimination and the importance of
upholding the principles enshrined in the

Indian Constitution. Hence by

reconstructing Ambedkar's narrative, the
film has contributed to a more nuanced
and inclusive understanding of Indian

history.
- Fathima Sullami T.A
Assistant Professor of English
MES College Nedumkandam, Idukki
Research Scholar, Department of English
Maharaja's College, Ernakulam,
(Kerala) 685553, Mob.94000 56715
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