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initiative of HenryDunant, a young Swiss, 

who after the battle of Solferino, in 1859, 

witnessed firsthand the misery of forty 

thousand wounded and the inadequacy of the 
4army health services.  In an effort to get the 

new convention approved in 1940, the 

International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) brought the proposal to the 15th 

International Red Cross Conference, which 

was held in Tokyo in 1934. Thus, throughout 

World War II, civilians were not provided 

with the necessary legal protection.The 

United Nations has inaugurate the 

International Criminal Court, as part of the 

protection providing for the prosecution of 

war criminals, and an end to impunity, in 
 order to serve as a deterrent to those who 

would violate the rights of civilians, and 

others, in wartime.

GENEVA CONVENTIONS ON THE 

PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF WAR

The treaties adopted include :

  The Geneva Convention for the 

Amelioration of the Condition of the 

Wounded and Sick in Armed Forcesin the 

Field (Convention I)

  The Geneva Convention for the 

Amelioration of the Condition of the 

Wounded, Sick and ShipwreckedMembers 

of Armed Forces at Sea (Convention II)

   The Geneva Convention Related to the 

Treatment of Prisoners of War (Convention 

III)

   The Geneva Convention Related to the 

Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 

War (Convention IV)

   Protocol I Relating to the Protection of 

Victims of International Armed Conflicts

   Protocol II Relating to the Protection of 

Victims of Non-International Armed 

Conflicts.

  The 1949 Geneva Conventions are a rare 

example of quasi-universal treaties; by the 

end of April 2004 some 191states were 

signatories to them. The states party to 

Protocols I and II number 161 and 156, 
5

respectively.

PURPOSE AND GOALS OF INTER-

NATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW IN 

PROTECTION OF WAR VICTIMS

  The purpose of IHL is to protect the 

victims of armed conflicts and regulate 

hostilities based on a balance between 

military necessity and humanity.

  IHL must be distinguished from legal 

frameworks that may apply in parallel but 

which have different objects and purposes, 

such as the UN Charter, the law of neutrality, 

human rights law and international criminal 

law. 

 The belligerents must meet their 

humanitarian obligations in all circums-
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tances, regardless of the enemy's conduct 

and of the nature or origin of the conflict. 

  IHL is today one of the most densely 
codified and ratified branches of 
international law, its rules can also be 
derived from custom and general principles 
of law. 

  Other political, social, economic and 
technological developments pose fresh 
challenges to the fundamental achievements 

6
and faithful implementation of  IHL.

ENHANCING LEGAL DEFENSE FOR 
ARMED CONFLICT VICTIMS: 
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS

 The Council, in Resolution 1296 (2000), 
emphasized the importance for humani-
tarian organizations to uphold the principles 
of neutrality, impartiality and humanity in 
their humanitarian activities. The Council 
reaffirms its readiness to respond to 
situations where the deliberate targeting of 
civilians and the commission of flagrant 
violations of international humanitarian and 
human rights law insituations of armed 
conflict constitute a threat to international 
peace and security. This provision in 
Resolution 1265 (1999), initially resisted 
by the US during consultations, now seems 
widely accepted.

   
 The new text addresses in general terms 
the issue of safeguards for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs). There is no clear 
mention of the international community's 
duty to assist and support states to fulfill the 

-
irresponsi bilities with regard to IDPs. There 
remains some dispute as to whether IDPs are 
covered by international humanitarian law 
or whether that would infringe on the 

principle of non-interference in the domestic 
7

affairs of astate.

CONCLUSION 
 For customary law to be practically 
applicable, it needs to be understood and 
used by everyone involved in international 
humanitarian law, not only scholars. The 
International Humanitarian Law lays down 
the minimum protection and standards 
applicable to situations where people are 
most vulnerable in armed conflicts. In order 
to apply international humanitarian law, 
national and international courts and 
tribunals, as well as military attorneys and 
government representatives, must be 
included. For the United Nations, regional 
organizations, and the global community at 
large, improved legal protections for war 
victims should be an imperative and a top 
priority. For the world organizations of the 
twenty-first century, whose policy 
framework is designed to practically 
minimize armed hostilities among nation 
states, protection of lives and property 
during international and non-international 
armed conflicts should be of the utmost 
importance. 
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- gË`Zmam`U OoQ>`m
    ""gË`O''

_mZd _mZd _| ^{X Zht
H$_© Y_© _hmZ h¡,
gm_moOH$ g_Vm _Zwî` H$m
OÝ_ ogÕ AoYH$ma h¡ &

àoV]ÝY bJ{ hm{ OrZ{ [a
g_Vm H$m AoYH$ma Zht,
CgH$m OrZm ^r ·`m OrZm
oOgH$m{ _mZd AoYH$ma Zht &

em{fU _wº$ g_mO aMZm hm{
àoV]§Y h_| ñdrH$ma Zht,
_Zwî` od^{X H$m{ odde H$a|
E{g{ ]§YZ ñdrH$ma Zht &

Añ[e©, XobV, em{ofV, AoH§$MZ$
ñdV§ÍmVm H{$ `h AW© Zht$,
ì`oº$-ì`oº$ g_¥Õ Z hm{
JUV§Ím H$m H$m{B© AW© Zht &

Ý`m`-ñdV§ÍmVm-g_Vm-]§YwVm
g]H$m{ g_mZVm H$m AoYH$ma,
Bgg{ H$_ _| g_Pm¡Vm H¡$gm$
ñdJ©-_m{j g{ ^r B§H$ma &

""gm_moOH$ g_Vm _Zwî` H$m
OÝ_ ogÕ AoYH$ma h¡''
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H$m g§X{e X{Z{ dmb{ H$éUm ñdé[H$m g§X{e X{Z{ dmb{ H$éUm ñdé[

Jwé KmgrXmg Or Jwé KmgrXmg Or 
H$r O`§Vr-[d© H$rH$r O`§Vr-[d© H$r

hmoX©H$ ew^H$m_ZmE±hmoX©H$ ew^H$m_ZmE±

_ZI{-_ZI{ EH$ g_mZ
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Jwé KmgrXmg Or 
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hmoX©H$ ew^H$m_ZmE±
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