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Resisting Caste-based
Discrimination through
Dharma in
Baburao Bagul's
Bhohada

- Niraj Raj’'

Research Scholar

- Dr. Pramod Kumar?
Professor

Abstract:

The paper examines how Baburao
Bagul's short story Bohada critiques
Dalit discrimination by using dharma for
their upward mobility. By portraying
characters trapped in the complex web of
caste hierarchies, Bagul depicts the ways
in which Dharma is often manipulated to
sustain oppression on Dalits. The story of
Bohada becomes an example of
resistance, where Dalits challenge and
reinterpret the religious beliefs that bind
them. Through an analysis, this paper
explores how Baburao Bagul redefine
Dharma as a force of assertion rather than
a tool of subjugation thus offering a way
to resist caste-based discrimination in
society.

Keywords : Baburao Bagul, Dalit,
Dharma, Marginalised, Resistance

Introduction :

Baburao Bagul's poignant short
story Bohada reflects the dark reality of
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caste-based discrimination faced by

Dalits in India. It is a most prominent
work in Marathi Dalit Literature which
depicts the struggle and defiance of Dalit
community against this dominant
structure. The narrative revolves around
the central theme of Dharma which is
conventionally known as a moral duty
that govern one's conduct. Bagul through
his work Bohada, critiques the
manipulation of Dharma by the upper
caste to channelize caste-based
discrimination in the contemporary
India, whereas also offering a different
perspective of Dharma as a tool of
assertion for the Dalits. Bagul tries to
redefine Dharma to resist cast
discrimination by enabling his character
to challenge the religious beliefs imposed
on them.

Dharma : A tool for subjugation,
Subversion and Solidarity

Conventionally in the Hindu social
structure, Dharma is often associated to
the vile caste system which determine
different roles and duties to person based
on their inheritance in the society
(Ambedkar 59). In conformity with this,
an individual's caste decide their Dharma
and turning away from it could result in
punishment and being pushed away to
the periphery of the society. The upper

caste uses Dharma as tool to relegate
Dalits and to enjoy the privileges of being
top of the barrel, “There is no shastrik
basis for such a sin” (Bagul 21). Bagul
skilfully showcased the conventional
interpretation of Dharma being flawed as
it gives religious rightfulness to caste-
based discrimination.

The story revolves around a Dalit
character named Damu, asking to
perform as Narasimha in village's
Bohada festival. Initially the upper caste
denied him stating, “Ay kabhi hoga
nahin, main aisa satyaanaash honeku
doonga nahin” (23), but due to the
warning from village administration
against caste-based discrimination, they
devise a strategy and ask him to pay if he
wish to perform "it will cost two hundred
rupees" (25). This is symbolic of power
and authority as in contrast to Damu's
socio-economic condition which is
reflective of his indelible position in
caste hierarchy. Damu's role in Bohada
becomes a metaphor for how Dharma is
used to impose social duty on Dalits and
pushing them in the nexus of poverty and
inequality. However he adopt the role of
Narasimha in Bohada but his caste ensure
that he could never get out from this
societal oppression. Bagul through his

narrative interrogate the legality of a




system where moral duty is decided by

birth in lieu of person's action. He
indicate the concept of misinterpreted
dharma is fundamentally corrupt as it
does not allow basic human dignity to the
Dalitpeople.

Bagul in his story Bohoda, highlights
the necessity of collective resistance and
solidarity in rebelling against caste-
based discrimination. The celebration is
itself is a communal occasion that brings
different members of the Dalit
community together to take part in the
shared cultural and religious tradition.
While the celebration is rooted in the
society to symbolize unity but upper-
caste communities did not allow any
Dalit boys to participate, it is used as a
tool by them to discriminate against the
Dalits and have control over the religious
and social practices. As Bagul states,
"This kind of thing, these out-of-the-way
religious practices, will never happen
here" (20). However, Damu along with
other Dalit community members
demanded to have a song, a Narsimha
song. The song has a religious relevance
in the society as it was a big honor to
perform it. Their solidarity for the
celebration asserts their cultural identity
and resists to erase the discriminated
religious beliefs of the upper-caste

Damu's performance symbolizes the
collective resistance against the imposed
social norms and caste hierarchy as it
brought the consciousness within Dalit
community as Bagul writes, “Next year,
we will dance as the five Pandavas. And
then let them bring down death or
destruction, it will be all the same to us”
(32).

Conclusion

Baburao Bagul in his story Bohada,
delivers a mocking indictment of the
caste system and its manipulative use of
Dharma to legitimize caste-based
inequality. Bagul exposes the higher
castes' dishonesty and immorality by
subverting traditional conceptions of
Dharma. They exploit religious and
social standards to retain their
supremacy. At the same time, Bagul
reimagines Dharma as a means of
resistance for the oppressed,
empowering the Dalit community in the
novel to defy the caste system and claim
their autonomy. The Bohada festival
represents both Dalit oppression and
resistance, highlighting the caste
system's paradoxes while also providing
a platform for social solidarity and
creative expression. Bagul's
reinterpreting of Dharma as a weapon for
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the justice and equality offers an
influential vision of resistance against
caste-based discrimination and making
Bohada a significant work in the Dalit
literary canon.

- Niraj Raj’

Research Scholar

Sharda School of Humanities

and Social Sciences Sharda University
Mobile : 9576648375

- Dr. Pramod Kumar?

Professor
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The strategic Role of
State Bank of India (SBI)
in Financing Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs)

- Dr. Abhishikha Parmar
Abstract :

Farmer producer organizations
(FPOs) have emerged as the primary
vehicle for aggregating small and
marginal farmers in India to achieve
economites of scale. However, the
"missing middle" in agriculture credit
remains a hurdle. This paper examines
the role of the State Bank of India (SBI)
in bridging this gap through specialized
credit products, its alignment with the
central sector scheme far 10,000 FPOs
and the impact of its financing on FPO
sustainability.

Introduction :

With over 85% of Indian farmers
categorized as small or marginal
(holding < 2 hectares), individual
bargaining power is negligible. FPO act
as collectives to a improve access to
inputs and markets. As India's largest
public sector bank, SBI plays a pivotal
role in priority sector lending (PSL),

transitioning from individual crop loans
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(KCC) to institutional financing for FPOs.

SBI's Specialized Financing Framework.

SBI Provides a multi-layered financial suite tailored to the lifestyle of an FPO-

from gestation to maturity.

Future

Details

Facility Types

Cash Credit (CC), Term Loans (TL) Bank
Guarantee (BG), and letter of credit (LC)

Loan Quantum

Minimum Rs. 1 Lakh, Maximum up to

Rs. 100 crores (for large-scale federation)

Interest Rates

Competitive rates typically linked to EBLR
(External Benchmark Lending Rate.)

Repayment Term loans up to 10 years (including a 24
months moratorium.
Margin 10% to 20% depending on the project cast

and credit guarantee coverage.

Key Schemes and Credit Support:

e SBI integrates its internal
products with Government of India
(GOI)and NABARD initiatives :

e Agriinfrastructure Fund (AIF) :-
SBI provides term loans for post

harvest management infrastructure

(warehouses, cold chains) with a 3%
interest subvention.

e Credit Guarantee Coverage :-
To solve the "collateral" problem, SBI
utilizes the NAB Sanrakshan and
CGTMSE Schemes, offring collateral -
free loans up to Rs. 2 crores.
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PM-FME Scheme :- SBI finances

FPOs food
processing, providing seed capital and
credit - linked Subsidies.

involved in micro -

Challenges in SBI-FPO Linkage

Despite the robust framwork,
several research findings highlight
systemic bottenecks.

1. Low equity base : Many FPO
struggle to meet SBI's minimum equity

requirement for larger loans.

2. Lack of collateral :- For loans
exceeding the credit guarantee limit
(e.g.,>Rs. cr.), FPOs often lack the fixed
assets required by the bank.

:- Banks
frequently cite poor bookkeeping and a

3. Governance Issues

lack of professional management within
FPO as high-risk factors.

4. Digital Gap :- While SBI has
moved toward digital lending, many
rural FPOs struggle with the
documentation and digital literacy
required for "YONO Krishi" or online
applications.

Impact Analysis

Research indicates that FPOs
financed by SBI Show :

1. Financial Inclusian : Successful
SBI linkage offten acts asa "green signal"
for other private investors and buyers.

2. Reduced cast of cultivation :
Due to bulk procuremnet of inputs
financed via cash credit

3. Improved price realization
Term loans for processing unit allow
FPOs moves up the value chain.

Conclusion and Policy
Recommendations

SBI is no longer just a lender but an
ecosystem enabler for FPOs. To enhance
this role, the bank should consider
"performance based lending rather than
purely asset - bassed lending Further-
more, integrating Blockchain for supply
chain transparency could reduce the
perceived risk for the bank, leading to
lower interest rates for the farmers.

- Dr. Abhishikha Parmar
Mob. 83196 34382
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Climate Change, Agricultural Value Chains and
Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the Vidarbha Region of
Maharashtra : A Review of Impacts, Emission Sources

and Pathways for Resilience

Abstract

Agricultural systems in the Vidarbha region of
Mabharashtra face an intensifying dual challenge:
escalating climate variability that threatens food
security and farmer livelihoods and substantial
contributions to Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions
that perpetuate global warming. This paper
synthesises prevailing evidence on the climate
change impacts across Vidarbha's agricultural value
chains and examines the profile of GHG emissions
from Indian agriculture with reference to the region's
agro-climatic diversity and socio-economic
vulnerability.

Drawing on long-term climatic data, national
GHG inventories and an extensive review of peer-
reviewed literature and policy documents, the study
contextualises how rising temperatures, erratic
monsoon patterns and intensifying drought frequency
are adversely affecting smallholder farmers who
constitute nearly 78 percent of the agricultural
community in Vidarbha. Concurrently, emissions
from enteric fermentation, rice cultivation, fertilizer-
induced nitrous oxide and manure management
collectively represent the dominant sources within
India's agricultural GHG profile. The paper maps four
critical research gaps namely absence of region-
specific GHG data, lack of comparative tool analysis,
inadequate climate risk mapping and no integrated
adaptation-mitigation framework and articulates the
research objectives that this study is designed to
address. The findings are intended to inform
evidence-based policy and practice for building
sustainable and climate-resilient agricultural value
chains in Vidarbha, consistent with India's Paris
Agreement commitments.

Keywords : Climate change; Greenhouse Gas
emissions; Vidarbha region; Agricultural value
chains; Smallholder farmers; Climate resilience;
GHG mitigation; Maharashtra; Agrifood systems;

- Ravi N. Parmar’
- Dr. Vitthal Kauthale®

Climate-smart agriculture

1. Background

Climate change driven by the progressive
accumulation of greenhouse gases (GHG) in the
atmosphere, poses mounting threats to global
ecosystems, economies and human livelihoods
(IPCC, 2022). Agriculture foundational to human
sustenance and national development is among the
sectors most profoundly affected. Elevated global
temperatures trigger increased frequency of extreme
weather events, erratic precipitation patterns,
prolonged droughts and flash floods all of which
reduce crop yields, disrupt ecological equilibria and
complicate pest and disease management (Yuan et al.,
2023).

Beyond being a victim of climate change,
agrifood systems are themselves significant
contributors to the problem. GHG emissions from
agriculture originate at the farm level through crop
and livestock production; from land-use
transformations such as deforestation and peatland
drainage; and across pre- and post- production stages
encompassing food manufacturing, transportation,
retail, household consumption and food waste
disposal (FAO, 2023). In 2021, global agrifood
system emissions reached approximately 16 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (Gt CO2eq),
constituting around 30 percent of total anthropogenic
GHG emissions (FAO, 2023).

India's agriculture sector provides livelihood
support to about 42.3% of the population and
contributes around 18.2% to GDP (Economic Survey
2023-24, Ministry of Finance). Agricultural losses
attributable to extreme weather events are estimated
at 0.25 percent of India's GDP annually (Singh et al.,
2019). More acutely, climate stressors exacerbate
smallholder debt burdens, with research establishing
linkages between yield variability and farmer suicides
in distressed regions (Carleton, 2017). The




agriculture sector accounted for 13 percent of India's
total GHG emissions equivalent to 4,20,968 Gg
C02eqin2019 (MoEF&CC,2023).

2.Study Area, Scope and Methodology

The Vidarbha region encompasses 11 districts
across two administrative divisions: the Amravati
Division (comprising Buldhana, Akola, Washim,
Amravati and Yavatmal) and the Nagpur Division
(comprising Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara, Gondia,
Chandrapur, and Gadchiroli). Three distinct agro-
ecological zones characterise the region: (i) Western
Vidarbha, with annual rainfall between 700-950 mm;
(i1) Central Vidarbha; and (iii) Eastern Vidarbha with
rainfall exceeding 1,250 mm annually (Chapke,
Dayakar, & Tonapi, 2017).

The study adopts a mixed-methods approach
integrating: (i) an extensive review of peer-reviewed
literature, policy documents and national GHG
inventories; (ii) long-term analysis of temperature
and precipitation data spanning 100 years across all
11 districts; (iii) comparative assessment of four
IPCC-recognized GHG estimation tools and (iv)
primary data collection from smallholder farmer
communities across the study area. The 11 selected
commodities reflect the region's economic and
agronomic priorities, including cotton, soybean,
paddy, pigeon pea, sorghum, wheat, and chickpea,
alongside key livestock categories.

3 Impacts of Climate Change on the
Vidarbha Region

Agricultural systems are increasingly
susceptible to warming temperatures, associated
aridity, altered precipitation regimes and the
heightened frequency and duration of extreme
weather events (Safa Imtiaz et al., 2024). In Vidarbha
specifically, climate projections indicate significant
variability in both maximum and minimum
temperatures and precipitation patterns. Rainfall in
the first half of the kharif season is anticipated to be
deficient, critically affecting rice and soybean during
their vegetative phase. Minimum temperatures
during the rabi season are projected to rise by
approximately 2.5°C relative to current conditions,
with adverse consequences for wheat and chickpea
yields (Chapkeetal.,2017).

Tikadar and Kamble (2023) documented well-
defined farmer perceptions of climate change across
the region, including observed alterations in rainfall

patterns, wind profiles and elevated air temperatures.
These changes have directly diminished agricultural
productivity, restricted water availability and
heightened socio-economic vulnerability. Research
consistently links climate-induced yield variability
with farmer distress, indebtedness and outmigration.
With over 78 percent of Vidarbha's agricultural
workforce comprising small and marginal farmers
who possess limited adaptive capacity, the region
represents one of Maharashtra's most climate-
exposed agricultural zones (DES, 2023).

Quantitative assessments of climate impacts on
farm income reveal the severity of these
vulnerabilities. A rise in temperature of 1°C above
normal is associated with a 6.2 percent decline in
average farm income during the kharif season and a
6.0 percent decline during the rabi season in
unirrigated districts. When rainfall falls 100 mm
below the seasonal average, farm incomes decline by
15 percent during kharif and 7 percent during rabi
(Economic Survey 2017-18, Government of India).
These figures underscore the acute economic
exposure of smallholder farmers in Vidarbha to
climatic perturbations.

4 GHG Emissions in Agriculture

A diverse portfolio of agricultural practices has
been recognised globally for their potential to reduce
GHG emissions while simultaneously building
climate resilience. Robertson (2004) identified five
broad mitigation approaches: (i) energy efficiency
improvements in fuel-dependent agricultural
operations; (ii) soil carbon sequestration through
modified tillage practices; (iii) crop residue and
animal waste management combined with cover
cropping; (iv) production and utilisation of biofuels
and bio-based materials to offset fossil fuel
consumption; and (v) optimised livestock and crop
yield efficiency to reduce the need for land
conversion.

Smith et al. (2008) categorised GHG mitigation
potential in agriculture into three pathways: emission
reduction, elimination and prevention. Effective
regulation of carbon and nitrogen flows within agro
ecosystems is identified as central to reducing
emission volatility. The Food and Agriculture
Organization's (FAO's) climate-smart agriculture
(CSA)

framework (FAO, 2013) provides an integrated
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approach that addresses food security and climate
challenges simultaneously through aligned technical
policy and investment mechanisms.

Hoyoung et al. (2021) identified the
principal mitigation levers as: optimisation of
fertiliser and agrochemical inputs; development
oflow-carbon production alternatives; reduction
of on-farm energy and fuel consumption; and
enhancement of soil carbon stocks. Pathak
(2013) emphasised that Indian agriculture
presents substantial opportunities for mitigation
through soil carbon sequestration, land-use
management changes and biomass production.
Modified crop compositions favouring
perennial species or deep-rooted varieties,
reduced tillage practices and improved irrigation
and fertiliser management are among the
strategies identified for simultaneous N,O and
CH, reduction (Pathak etal.,2014).

5 Research Gaps Identified

The review of literature systematically
identifies four primary knowledge deficiencies
that constrain the design and implementation of
targeted mitigation and adaptation strategies for
Vidarbha's agricultural sector:

SN Research
Gap

1 | Limited

Region-

Specific

GHG Data

Description and
Implication
Absence of

disaggregated
emissions data across
Vidarbha's agro-
climatic ZOnes,
particularly for key
crops (cotton, paddy,
soybean). National-
level datasets lack the
spatial granularity
required for targeted
local interventions.
Multiple IPCC-
recognized  models
exist but remain

2 | No
Comparative

GHG Tool | unevaluated for their
Analysis relative efficacy in
Vidarbha's  specific
agricultural value
chains. Selecting a

best-fit tool requires
empirical comparative

assessment.

3 | Inadequate | Limited long-term
Climate Risk | empirical analysis of
Mapping temperature and

precipitation  trends
across all 11 districts
of Vidarbha. Prior

studies rely on farmer
perceptions  without
comprehensive
historical climate data
analysis.

Strategies such as
conservation tillage
and agroforestry are
documented globally
but remain unapplied
within specific
Vidarbha value chains
in an integrated
adaptation and
mitigation framework.

4 | Absence of
Integrated
Adaptation—
Mitigation
Framework

6. Significance of the Study

6.1 Policy Relevance

The findings of this research will furnish
evidence-based insights for policymakers at both state
and national levels, supporting the development of
sustainable agricultural practices aligned with India's
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under
the Paris Agreement. The study is specifically
designed to inform policy frameworks that promote
climate-resilient value chains, GHG reduction
strategies and the effective dissemination of climate
information to smallholder farming communities. It
will be particularly valuable for integrating climate
adaptation strategies into Maharashtra's agricultural
policy architecture.

6.2 Practical Implications

Beyond policy relevance, the study's outcomes
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will serve as a practical guide for value chain actors
including farmer producer organisations,
agribusinesses, processing enterprises and develop-
ment agencies in implementing climate-smart
practices. The research aims to contribute to
improved decision-making processes for climate risk
management, mainstreaming climate-resilient
practices into day-to-day agricultural operations.
Additionally, the study will provide actionable
recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of
climate agro-advisories, thereby contributing to
improved adaptation outcomes for the region's
smallholder farming community.
Conclusion

This review establishes the magnitude and
complexity of the dual challenge confronting
Vidarbha's agricultural sector: escalating climate
variability that threatens productivity and livelihoods,
and significant GHG emissions from agricultural
practices that exacerbate the very climate problem
affecting the region. Climate variability characterised
by unpredictable monsoon patterns, heightened
drought frequency and rising temperatures has
profoundly disrupted agricultural output, farmer
incomes and the socio-economic fabric of rural
communities across Vidarbha's 11 districts.

The review confirms that agrifood systems must
simultaneously reduce their GHG contributions and
strengthen adaptive capacity objectives that require
integrated, holistic strategies rather than isolated
interventions. The four research gaps identified in this
review-limited region-specific GHG data, absence of
comparative GHG tool analysis, inadequate climate
risk mapping and lack of integrated adaptation-
mitigation frameworks collectively define the scope
and rationale for this study. Addressing these gaps is
critical for enabling policymakers, development
practitioners and value chain actors to implement
targeted, evidence- based climate action in Vidarbha.

This review establishes the analytical and
contextual foundation for subsequent chapters which
will explore the comparative evaluation of GHG
estimation tools, the assessment of long-term climate
variability impacts and the formulation of pathways
for sustainable and climate- resilient agricultural
value chains in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra.
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